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THE LUPPITT PACKET
The Luppitt Neighbourhood Plan has been approved by the Parish Council
and details of the next steps requiring your involvement are given in this issue.
If you are interested in creating a wildflower meadow why not join the newly
formed Blackdown Hills More Meadows group? Details can be found at
moremeadows.org.uk. More Meadows organises free online talks by expert
speakers. The next event, ‘How to Create a Meadow’, is a guide on how to
turn a field or paddock into a wildflower-rich meadow. Tickets for the online talk
on Thursday 25 March are free but you must register a place at https://
createameadow.eventbrite.co.uk
Finally, for those addicted to DIY, we have a cautionary tale!
Nigel Hurst & Claire Stevens

CONTENTS
Thank you........................................1
Features ..................................... 1-6
Common’s Grazing..........................5
Neighbourhood Plan........................7
Upottery Primary School .................8

Rector’s letter ..................................9
St Mary’s Church ....................... 9-10
Parish Council ..........................11-13
Advertisements ....14-28, Back Cover
Directory .............. Inside Back Cover

COPY DATE FOR APRIL ISSUE
20TH MARCH 2021
Editors & Adverts Claire Stevens & Nigel Hurst
luppittpacket@gmail.com
Treasurer
John Hayes
01404 890114
Cover Art
Vanessa Nancarrow; Susan Hurst, Julia Sparks
Distribution
Mandy Riley
07817517425

MOBILE LIBRARY
The mobile library will call at Mount Stephens on Wednesday 3rd and
31st March from 10:45am until 11:15am.
The van is now open for you to select books but face coverings must be
worn. If you are not a member of the library you can join on the day.
DISCLAIMER
The Editorial Team take no responsibility for the information given or views expressed in the Luppitt Packet
and will not be liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of the information and
advertisements contained in this publication. Although every endeavour is made to meet the requirements of
advertisers, no responsibility can be accepted for failure to insert an advertisement upon any specified date.
The Editorial Team reserve the right to refuse or amend any advertisement without assigning any reason.

THANK YOU
JOHN HILL
Thank you to everybody who sent such kind cards and messages of sympathy
after John died in early January. He received the most amazing care, under
extremely difficult conditions in The Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital for which
we always be grateful. We are looking forward to the end of lockdown, which
will allow us all to meet up once more in lovely Luppitt.

Mary, Charlie, Lucy and all the family.

TREES IN OUR BEAUTIFUL VALLEY
As a senior member of the Luppitt community now, I can remember a time when
elm trees were the most favoured tree in our fields, what a very sad day when
the wonderful shape of the trees disappeared from our countryside with Dutch
elm disease. We have had other hiccoughs along the way, but now our beautiful
light leaved graceful ash is more than threatened, the only thing that is good is
the dead habitat it leaves for nature!
Up here in the wild end of Luppitt at the Otter Brewery, we are working with
TOWs, a scheme set up by Devon Wildlife Trust, to promote Trees Outside
Woods, so copses, hedgerows and parklands, with wider planting of trees, can
help our wildlife exist and survive better. Hedgerows, due to age and modern
ways of cutting are dying back so natural habitats are disappearing. New
planting is most necessary now. A long time ago I wrote some articles for bee
keepers, because without our bees and insects we would not survive on this
earth, no pollination , no plants, no food, no us! I really do wonder how we all
manage to survive, and now Covid, still we have minds to plan onward and
upward and things will get better!
At Mathayes we are planting 500 trees to start with, oaks, beech, wild cherries,
hollies, and in time I hope I may see our lovely bluebells creeping into the new
parts, we are planting where the newer grasses are so the meadow grasses will
not be shaded, and from the footpath the views will not be obstructed and in time
wandering into a new copse will happen from the footpath. Perhaps we will be
able to put a board up saying the kind of wild life that will exist here. We are so
lucky with what we have, and I would like everyone to share it. When we are
able to we shall brew special beers for our trees, and landlords will have trees
planted according to their orders, all very exciting, and some celebrities will also
be planting them! We do intend to plant a great many trees on different sites!
Trees are such wonderful things, and if they could talk we’d learn so much true
history, both sad and happy, destructive and creative. They provide housing,
structure, fuel and food, air purification and water management. When they get
too old and die they provide homes and food for so many other living creatures.
If anyone would like to know more about this scheme, do contact us at the
Brewery, its been a horrid year, and we are all looking forward to grabbing the
reins again and delivering your pints!
Mary Ann McCaig
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A SHOW JUMPING LIFE
The sleepy hamlet of Beacon has been home for the past 40 years to one of Devon’s
show jumping superstars. Sue Kings (née Connole) lives in Wainwrights Cottage
with her 3 labradors.
A career in horses was not an obvious choice for a girl from St. Margaret’s School,
Exeter, particularly as her parents were not horsey people. But Sue was determined
and spent all her spare time with horses. She left school at 18 with her parents’
support and encouragement to pursue her passion. She was offered the opportunity
to ride show jumpers for an Exeter haulage contractor, Bill Reece with whose family
she lived at Aylesbeare, Mr Reece’s hobby was horses and clearly had a good eye
for a horse and rider! Sue spent all her time with the horses getting to know and
understand them which she believes is essential to developing a successful
partnership.
Show Jumping in the 60s and 70s was a very different ball game to today, there was
very little money involved. Mr Reece had 3 horses at that time. Cubhunter, Mr
Reece’s top horse, cost under £1,000. Brown Jug came from a disposal sale at
Porlock and although he had never jumped he showed his potential when he was
brought home. Whenever he was left in a field, he would jump the five-bar gate and
come home! It was decided therefore to try him - with great success.
The top riders in those days were Pat Smythe, Wilf White and Alan Oliver. Then in
Sue’s age group, Harvey Smith and David Broome. The County Show circuit was
very competitive and all these riders came west for Devon County, Bath & West and
Royal Cornwall. Cubhunter was always in the money as he was very consistent.
Brown Jug won the very first Westward Television trophy at Devon County when it
was at Whipton, which older readers will remember. Sue is very modest about her
jumping success putting it
down to ‘good horses’ but
clearly she kept her
horses happy and steered
them to win many trophies
against
International
competition at major
events.
After “hanging up her
boots” Sue married Bill
who
was
a
show
commentator in addition
to his work as an
agricultural
adviser.
They came to live at
Beacon. She qualified
as a judge and was Area
Rep for Devon Show
Jumping for many years.
Sue judged at the
County Show, Horse of
the Year Show and
Olympia
Christmas
Show. These were great
days which she loved.
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At that time the Area Reps of the four South West County shows decided to form the
South Western Show Jumping Club to run Jumping shows to replace the many small
shows that had ceased. They started at Haldon Racecourse and then managed to
negotiate for Bicton Arena, newly built at the time and a White Elephant whose
potential the Clinton Estates didn’t know how to exploit. The SWSJC really put it on
the map. They ran four shows a year there, 4 days at Easter, 1 day on the Sunday
following Devon County, 2 in July and 4 in September. All the top riders came for
Easter and September and following Devon County. July was for the younger ones
and Pony Club teams.
These shows took a huge team to run as there were 4 rings in operation all day. Amian
Fry will remember as her daughter, Helen rode there and her husband John
commentated for years when they first came to Hill End Farm. Sue was sad to see the
end of the shows but immensely proud of what she and her colleagues achieved at
Bicton. Sue’s successful show jumping career would have made her parents very proud.

Claire Stevens

DIY AND THE THEOREM OF PROPORTIONAL INVERSION
The final proof occurred last week. After a lifetime warring with DIY projects the
evidence is incontrovertible. The “Theorem of Proportional Inversion” will be
submitted for peer review and publication in Nature - the world's leading
multidisciplinary science journal. It will become recognised as a fundamental law as in Newton’s Law of Gravity. The Theorem of Proportional Inversion states: “In
any DIY project the time taken on the final element of the project is in inverse
proportion to the amount of the task remaining to be completed”. Simply stated when
90% of the physical task has been completed only 10% of the time has elapsed that
will actually be required to achieve its final completion.
That nearly assembled Ikea wardrobe only requires the door handles to be applied.
Now you discover you have mounted the front panels on the back. The
disassembling of the elements, the repair and the struggle to fit together joints
damaged earlier are seared into your psyche. As well as the fact that the family
outing to the Wildlife Park had to be abandoned as the 2 hours construction estimate
actually consumed all of Saturday and half of Sunday’s leisure time.

The final definitive proof arrived last week in the form a floor lamp that required a
modicum of self-assembly. The task was simple with only three elements to be
assembled and joined together. Completion of the task was proceeding remarkably
smoothly - 27 minutes. All that remained was to insert the top section of the light into
the base pole and secure with a holding screw. The self-congratulatory smile of
satisfaction starting to radiate across my face should have alerted me. Simply insert the
top section into the pole and voila!
The top section refused to be inserted. After several attempts, with increasing force
and increasingly terse words of encouragement, it became apparent that the hole for
the fixing screw had a raised metal prominence on the interior of the pole. It needed
to be filed down to allow a smooth insertion. I had a metal file somewhere. Well, I
definitely used to have a metal file somewhere. It wasn’t in the toolbox. It wasn’t in
the cupboard containing so many utterly essential components that might, one day,
come in useful. For some bizarre reason it might have relocated to the wall-mounted
shelving system in the store cupboard. Search time now equal to time spent on noncompleted assembly 30 minutes.

The shelving system is a cornucopia of unused vases, lamp shades and discarded
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household ornaments that will be the perfect solution to some as yet undiagnosed
problem, I am assured. It is also the repository for the usual plethora of DIY essentials
- glues, left over wall-paper, saws, tape measures, paint brushes. The file must be
here. A ladder is needed to inspect the top shelf. And a lot of moving of boxes around
is needed to check their contents and what is behind them.
We are all familiar with the principle of leverage. The further from the fulcrum the less
force needed to lift. It works on wall shelving too - in reverse. As the moments of force
created by boxes being moved to the edge of the shelf acquire sufficient mass the
shelving loses its battle with gravity. The screws holding the system to the wall decide
to free themselves. The weight of manoeuvred boxes has exceeded the critical point.
With a groan and a ghastly ripping sound the racking liberates itself from the wall and
the contents of the shelves start their inexorable slide in response to the call of gravity.
With a desperate lunge my shoulder replaces the task normally undertaken by liberated
stanchions. Perched precariously on the ladder, shouldering the burden of the shelves,
I shout desperately for help. My wife is happily cooking in the kitchen with the radio on.
After about 5 minutes, the screams from the cupboard eventually penetrate to the
kitchen. “Stop shouting like that. I’m surprised the neighbours haven’t called the
police to a case of domestic violence”. I resisted wondering how long I would have
been there had I requested some form of assistance in tones normally employed
when enquiring after someone’s health.

I manage the Herculean task of balancing on the ladder, holding the weight of shelving
and contents on my shoulder, while passing items into the safe hands of my wife. The
contents of the shelves now occupy a significant area of the bedroom floor. Oh! by the
way, no sign of the metal file! It has disappeared. Anyway at this moment the most
important job is the re-erection of the shelving system. A momentary pause to provide
exact measurements for the scientific underpinning of the theorem. Time spent on
lamp assembly 27 minutes. Ancillary rescue activities 30 +86 minutes, so far!
The Second Universal Law of DIY now manifests itself. “In any situation the screw
required for the job will not be among the 57 varieties currently in your toolbox”.

Time for a trip to Homebase to purchase screws to refix the shelving … and while I am
there I can also acquire a file! Miracle of miracles, the screws and metal file both
attained in just a single trip! We might just have turned the corner. Added time spent 55 minutes. Nothing could now impede the smooth and seamless process of
assembling the lamp; except of course the urgent task of re-erecting the shelving,
clearing shattered glass, restacking the plethora of utterly essential items which we
won’t be reacquainted with until the shelves fall down again. Time spent - 108 minutes.

(Not including the essential medical break for the steadying influence of a large whisky).
Now! where were we? Ah yes the simple task of joining the base to the top of the
floor lamp. A couple of minutes of filing and it fits! Just tighten the screw and there we
are. Couldn’t be simpler!
And Now …. Proof of Theorem
Time spent in initial assembly
27 mins
Completion of assembly
3 mins. (10% of task)
279 mins
Additional activity
Therefore time spent after 90% of initial task complete 279 = 90.2% of total time 309
Film rights for the Theorem are being negotiated,working title ‘Revenge of the Inanimate’!

Stuart Armstrong
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2021 GRAZING OF LUPPITT COMMONS ROUGH SPOTS
The Trustees of Luppitt Commons invite applications from those Commoners with
grazing rights to summer graze the Commons Rough Spots, including the
reclaimed land on Hense Moor
It is expected that these will be available from:
March 2021 until 31 October 2021 for improved grassland
March 2021 until 1 December 2021 for unimproved grassland
These dates are subject to conditions being suitable
FOR 2021 GRAZING OF ROUGH SPOTS ON HENSE MOOR TO THE
STANDARDS REQUIRED UNDER THE HLS AGREEMENT WILL
ATTRACT PAYMENTS TO THE GRAZIER OF û30 PER HEAD OF CATTLE

Please apply in writing to the
Secretary of the Trustees Committee Mr Kevin Lockyer,
Barbers Farm, Beacon, Luppitt, EX14 4RT
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS – End March 2021

BUTTERFLY SURVEYS AT DUMPDON HILL FORT
Spring is in the air! The nights are drawing out,
birds are singing, and the first spring flowers are
starting to bloom. Over the coming months visitors
to Dumpdon Hill Fort may be rewarded with their
first butterfly sightings of the year. Did you know
that there are 59 species of butterfly in the UK?
Butterflies are colourful pollinators for plants and
play an important role in the food chain as they are
prey for birds, bats and insectivorous animals.
Butterflies are fragile and sensitive to changes in the landscape, and their association
with healthy environments and ecosystems means that they are now recognised by
scientists and the government as an important indicator species. However, the State of
Nature report in 2019 highlighted that there has been a long-term decrease in the average
abundance of butterflies (down 16%) due to growing pressure on the environment from
agriculture, urbanisation, pollution and climate change.
A total of 17 butterfly species have been recorded in the local area, and we are keen to
find out how many species are present at Dumpdon Hill Fort, and whether this improves
over time. This data will help us to understand how the landscape is meeting the needs
of butterflies, and will better inform our priorities for wildlife-friendly conservation of the
site in the future.
To help monitor butterfly trends at Dumpdon Hill Fort, the National Trust are looking for
local volunteers to help record butterflies between April and September. Volunteers will
walk along a fixed transect route identifying and recording butterflies during suitable
weather for butterfly activity. The data captured during this survey will also feed into the
United Kingdom Butterfly Monitoring Scheme. If you regularly walk at the hillfort and know
a painted lady from a red admiral butterfly and would like to get involved with this survey,
please contact Lucy Buckingham
email: lucy.buckingham@nationaltrust.org.uk or Tel: 01297 680507).
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GARDEN JOTTINGS
I've just been having a quick look round before rain sets in again. The weather
people keep on saying we're in for a freezing snap from Siberia. So before it
arrives I thought I'd see for myself what the birds are starting to tell me. A few
Early Sensation daffs are nodding in the breeze. (Cedric Morris is another but
smaller early daffodil, and for the committed narcissophile there are other winter
and even autumn daffodils.) There are plenty of snowdrops and snowflakes
scattered about. The winter snowdrops are over, but there's a brilliant clump of
plum red cyclamen and some very pale pink ones too. Purple and yellow
crocuses are doing their best to make it in all the cloud and rain. Hardy green
arum leaves are poking up everywhere. The pink camellia has just come out,
the yellow winter jasmine is out too, and some pale blue periwinkle. A few green
shoots are coming on the nerines. So when the forecast cold spell arrives, I may
have to do some temporary covering over.
Hanging on from last autumn we've several pheasant
bushes around the garden. They're very noticeable in
winter with green leaves that don't drop off until December
or even later, after everything else has lost theirs. You've
just swept all the dead oak and hazel and ash leaves off
paths and lawn. Now the ground is littered with more
leaves, green leaves this time. Pheasant berries don't
seem to turn brown. Pheasant berries are less usual
garden shrubs. They have tall hollow stems rather like
bamboos with clusters of purple and red flowers, and
berries birds really go for. They are said to be grown for
pheasants. Hence the name, I suppose. Otherwise they
are leycesterias. Whether they are truly hardy in the UK I don't know, but they've
managed at Catkins over the last five or so years. We've actually got two
varieties, one with green leaves, the other with greeny yellow leaves, probably a
slightly smaller shrub. Plenty of birds feed on them, but I haven't seen a
pheasant there, although we do get them from time to time.
The gingko is also a rather unusual tree not often seen in
gardens. Botanically it is extremely rare, the last surviving
member of a prehistoric family once widespread across
the earth. It is a gymnosperm, a plant with seeds but no
flowers like conifers and ephedras. Gingkos do not grow
wild anywhere, but have only escaped extinction by being
grown in temple complexes in the Far East. Gingkos are
also called maidenhair trees because their leaves are similar to maidenhair
ferns. They are deciduous, turning a brilliant yellow in autumn. Only the females
produce the seed, held in round fruits like plums. They are quite hardy, although
the one I grew for several years in a pot died the first winter I planted it out. With
the weather they are forecasting today that's not surprising.
David Street
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THE LUPPITT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
A message from John Thorne - Parish Council Chairman
It has been a long time in the making, but the final draft of the Luppitt
Neighbourhood Plan was approved by the Parish Council on 9th February.
The document has been developed largely from responses to the 2018 parish
questionnaire, input from the parishioners who attended the steering group
meetings in the village hall and research and development work undertaken by
the sub-groups. However, whilst the steering group and the Parish Council may
have formulated the document, it very much belongs to every parish resident
and reflects the views, concerns and ideas of the majority in the parish.
Once it comes into force, the Luppitt Neighbourhood Plan will heavily influence
any planning decisions relating to the parish. The Plan contains 37 new planning
policies designed to protect the peaceful tranquillity of our environment, the
unspoilt beauty of our landscape and our many heritage assets. At the same
time, through 17 new Community Actions, the Plan also identifies opportunities
to improve life in the parish, especially for the younger generation to live and
work in the community
The Plan can only come into effect if the people of Luppitt vote for it.
In April, all households will receive a short summary of the draft Plan including
the new planning policies and Community Actions. In addition, the complete
Neighbourhood Plan document will be available to read on the website
(www.luppittneighbourhoodplan.org.uk).
Alternatively, the Parish Clerk,
Rosalind Buxton, will have some printed copies available on loan.
It is planned that a series of virtual meetings will be held using the Zoom
platform, or in the Village Hall if Covid restrictions allow. For anyone who cannot
attend these meetings, one-to-one telephone calls can be arranged where you
can discuss the Plan with a member of the Neighbourhood Plan committee or
the Parish Council. Details of these meetings and contact information will be
published in the next edition of the Packet. This means that during April and May
everyone will have the opportunity to study the final draft and to put forward
comments, questions and opinions to the Parish Council.
We will also explain the remaining steps in the process between now and the
referendum, when you will have the opportunity to vote for the Plan’s adoption.
On behalf of the Parish Council, I can say that we are pleased with the final draft.
It does everything we hoped it would and I urge all parish residents to read the
summary or, better still, the document in full. We look forward to hearing from
you in the Spring.
John Thorne
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UPOTTERY PRIMARY SCHOOL
A message from Chris Legg Head teacher
We recognise the immense effort of our whole school community in providing and
supporting education in school and remotely at home. On behalf of all school staff and the
governors, I would like to thank you all, pupils and parents and carers alike, and recognise
the support and diligence of the adults working with their children at home. So many have
had to fit this around your own work and family commitments, and yet you have all done
this in a positive and proactive way, which will have supported your children’s wellbeing,
as well as their education. Alongside this, there has been the tremendous effort made by
all our remote learners working at home – you have all been fantastic.
I would like to thank all the staff here in school for their hard work and determination in
providing learning simultaneously in person and remotely this half term; for their care for
pupils in school and at home; and for their ongoing positive approach in such a
challenging time. They are a very special team. Thank you to all in our school community
who have messaged us and sent in gifts to recognise the staff’s efforts; it has really kept
us all going!
Examples of work from three Luppitt pupils

Biography - Captain Tom Moore by Jack P
Captain Sir Thomas Moore, popularly known as Captain Tom, was a British Army
Officer and businessman who raised money for charity in the run-up to his 100th
birthday during the COVID19 pandemic. He served in India and the Burma campaign
during the Second World War, and later became an instructor in armoured warfare.
Captain Sir Thomas Moore (30 April 1920 - 2 February 2021), popularly known as
Captain Tom, raised 32.7 million pounds for covid-19.
On 6 April 2020, at the age of 99, Moore began to walk one hundred lengths of his
garden; his goal was to raise £1000 by his 100th birthday. In the 24 day course of
fundraising he made many media appearances and became a popular household
name. He had 1.5 million donations and a number 1 single in the charts. On his 100th
birthday he had raised 32.7 million pounds. He was personally knighted by the Queen
at Windsor castle.
Sadly Sir Tom died on 2 February 2021, at Bedford hospital.

Favourite Things by Bea F

8

THE RECTOR’S LETTER
Have you ever felt that you are just saying the same thing over and over and over
again? At the moment that is exactly how I am feeling – it seems every day,
unless I really bite my tongue, COVID frustrations come out when I would so
much rather be talking and thinking of other things!
I want to be talking about the joys of spring – snowdrops, daffodils, buds
appearing on the trees, lambing – and while those joys and that beauty are
coming, it is more than understandable for us to be reflecting on the stresses of
the pandemic.
I don’t know about you but I look at the most recent figures for COVID infections,
hospitalisations and deaths for Devon every day; I am so relieved that at long
last they are coming down significantly but, as I feel that relief, I am aware that
this pandemic is not at an end yet - and won’t be for some time. I do hope and
pray that soon we can begin to make plans for a post-COVID life.
As a Christian I do pray – and in my prayers and in my faith I find hope, but I also
believe that prayer is not enough (in the way that so many people think of prayer)
– it is not just kneeling and saying words but it also requires me to get up from
my knees and do something.
Over the last many months we have all been playing our part – washing our
hands, wearing our masks, keeping a social distance – out of love for our
neighbour and out of a proper love for ourselves, keeping them and ourselves
safe. When we are doing something out of love, out of compassion, we are
effecting active prayer, and thereby we make a huge difference, a world
changing difference – often we don’t realise the impact of what we are doing.
We see this happening every day in our communities in the numerous people
around us who are doing things out of love for their neighbours. It is this that is
bringing the infection rates down. I think that this demonstrates how much
everyone is praying and that is reason for hope. We believe that God is love,
and where there is love, there is God. We are seeing God at work among us in
our difficult times and that is where I find hope.
John Hayhoe johnhayhoe@me.com

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, LUPPITT
THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
A enormous thank you to everyone who has so generously given financial
support to our Parish Church during 2020.
Did you know that we have a separate Fabric fund which is solely used to maintain
the Church building and Churchyard? If you would like your one-off or regular
donation to be allocated to the Fabric fund then please let the Treasurer know.
With our sincere thanks
Luppitt Parochial Church Council Treasurer: Sara Gordon, 891140
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If you are lonely and would like a friendly chat, are facing hardship, or are in need
of any kind, we are here to offer help and support. Please do not hesitate to
contact our clergy, John Hayhoe or Jane Penn, the Churchwarden, PCC
secretary or Administrator. Contact details may be found inside the back cover.
EASTER AT ST. MARY’S
Church services are still suspended. It is hoped that worship at St. Mary’s will
resume in time for Easter. Updates will be provided via the various noticeboards
in the Parish and published online.
DIAL-IN AND DIGITAL SERVICES DURING MARCH
John and Jane will continue to provide recorded and live services, via Zoom with dialin, for everyone within the Mission Community. They would love you to join them.
For dial-in telephone details and more information please contact Sara on 01404
891140 Full details may be found on www.dunkeswell.org.uk and Facebook
@sixworshiptogether
Monday to Friday at 8:30pm: Night Prayer with Jane
Join from 8:15pm onwards for informal chat beforehand.
Dial 0131 460 1196 OR 0203 481 5237 Meeting id: 470 394 716# Personal id: #
Password: 029755#
Use the meeting id and password to join by Zoom
Pre-recorded Sunday Worship
At 5pm every Sunday John will share the service live via zoom and dial-in.
The service will also be available to watch in your own time on YouTube.
Dial 0203 481 5237 OR 0131 460 1196 Meeting ID: 871 281 3717# personal ID: #

Use the meeting id to join by Zoom
Lent bible study with John
“Walking with Jesus”: 5 standalone studies for Lent every Thursday from 25
February until 11 March at 7pm. If you would like a copy of the study guide
please call Sara on 891140
Dial-in
For dial-in telephone details or more information please contact Sara on 01404
891140 or visit www.dunkeswell.org.uk and find us on Facebook
@sixworshiptogether
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CLERK’S REPORT OF A VIRTUAL MEETING OF LUPPITT
PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY, 2 FEBRUARY 2021 AT 8 PM
Present: Cllrs John Thorne (Chairman), Beth Hooper, Paul Prettejohn, Brian Pulman,
Christine Ryder, Andrew Tucker, Michele Turner, David Key and Colin Brown (EDDC),
Rosalind Buxton (Parish Clerk)
Receive apologies for absence Apologies were received from Cllr Iain Chubb (DCC
and EDDC)
Minutes of previous meeting The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 5 January
2021, were unanimously agreed and signed* as a correct record of that meeting
(proposed by Cllr Ryder and seconded by Cllr Hooper).
Declaration of Interest There were no declarations.
PLANNING Applications (for comment, support or objection)
20/2738/VAR – Dolish Farmhouse, Luppitt, Honiton, EX14 4RT – variation of condition 2
of planning consent 19/2660/FUL
Although the Parish Council had approved the original planning application, it had
concerns about some of the variations that had been applied for. The Parish Council
believes that it is better to have existing buildings used and functional rather than left to
deteriorate but considered that some of the variations would materially change the
appearance and character of the original building. The clerk will submit detailed
comments to Planning.
20/2546/FUL – Clematis Cottage, Luppitt, Honiton, EX14 4RT – change of use of former
garage to allow use as annexe and holiday let (retrospective application) The Parish
Council objects to this planning application on several grounds. The clerk will submit
detailed comments to Planning.
21/0183/FUL – Mohuns Ottery, Luppitt, EX14 4TS – proposed single storey extension
This application arrived too late to be included on the Agenda. It was agreed to discuss
it at a Planning Committee meeting to be held on Tuesday, 9 February. The second item
to be discussed and agreed will be approval of the Neighbourhood Plan.
Decisions
20/2203/COU – Unit 2, The Dutch Barn, Woodhayes, Luppitt, EX14 4TP – approved
20/2651/FUL – Little Shelvin Farm, Luppitt, EX14 4UF – approved
20/2622/FUL and 20/2623/LBC – Stoneacre Farm, Luppitt, EX14 4SU – approved
Neighbourhood Plan
There are still a few amendments to be agreed on the Neighbourhood Plan. It was
agreed that these would be discussed at a virtual meeting to be held before the Planning
Committee meeting on 9 February. The Chairman of the Steering Group has drawn up a
checklist for the Parish Council to refer to when discussing future planning applications.
Neighbourhood Plan Communications Programme
Once the Parish Council has approved the Neighbourhood Plan, it will be essential to
engage the parishioners in a comprehensive consultation process which is made all the
more difficult with the Covid-19 restrictions. Cllrs Ryder, Turner and the Chairman of the
Steering Group have produced a wide ranging communications programme which Cllr
Ryder presented to the Parish Council. To give parishioners the best opportunity to read
and understand the Neighbourhood Plan and to raise questions, the communications
programme includes website videos, a summary booklet, articles in the Luppitt Packet
and Zoom meetings. Cllr Turner has designed the website and will produce the videos at
no cost to the parish. Printing costs will be kept to a minimum. Cllr Thorne thanked all
those involved in creating the communications programme.
EDDC Local Plan and Survey
EDDC is working on a new Local Plan for East Devon which will go out for consultation
early 2022. There is an online questionnaire which Cllr Key said is important for Parish
Councils to complete as EDDC’s Local Plan has a direct effect on made and emerging
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Neighbourhood Plans. Cllr Turner undertook to look at the questionnaire and to report
back so that the Parish Council can formulate its reply.
Interim Devon Carbon Plan Nigel Hurst has submitted comprehensive feedback to the
Devon Carbon Zero project. The clerk will forward these comments to Parish Councillors
for their information. Cllr Turner had attended a webinar giving presentations on the
carbon footprint tool being developed which will allow parishes to establish their own
carbon footprint. Cllr Turner and Nigel Hurst had been sent a link to test the tool which is
still in the early stages of development. Cllr Turner had sent feedback and expressed the
view that if this tool is used in the future then results should be monitored regularly over
time to measure the success or failure of any steps taken to reduce the parish’s carbon
footprint. Cllr Turner and Nigel Hurst continue to liaise and Cllr Turner will keep the Parish
Council informed of developments.
HIGHWAYS AND TRAFFIC
Parish Highways programme – update on Items to Report
•
Loose kerbstones at Millrise – slow progress as EDDC has only just approached
someone to price and carry out the repairs.
•
Locality funding received towards work from Maple Cross to Pound Farm which Cllr
Tucker has now completed.
•
Uxford Bridge to Stonehayes – work completed.
•
Severe road deterioration between Higher Wick Farmhouse and Orchard View –
Highways commented that no problem could be found. Clerk has written to NHO
who is dealing with it. The damage has been caused by poor work originally carried
out by Gigaclear.
Parish Maintenance
Cllr Pulman thanked Cllr Tucker for the work that he has carried out around the parish
clearing drains.
Funding application for Lengthsman’s work
The clerk has completed an application form which has been acknowledged.
Locality funding towards Maple Cross work
Funding of £1,500 has been received from Locality and the clerk has written to thank Cllr
Chubb. Cllr Tucker has completed the work.
Potholes
Cllrs Thorne and Pulman will wait until the weather improves before making a note of
potholes in the parish that do not reach Highways’ criteria for repair.
The Mill
The resident has emailed Cllr Thorne to say that the chute is in place and Cllr Tucker can
now complete the work.
Surface Dressing
Surface dressing and associated work will be carried out at some point between 1 March
and 31 October at Corner House Cross to Mill Cross, Mattys Cross to Shelves Farm
Cross and Luppitt Common to Dolish Farmhouse.
FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS
Footpath Wardens’ reports The clerk has actioned all points mentioned in the footpath
wardens’ reports last month – nothing further to report. The clerk will submit all P3 forms
by 15 February.
Work on Footpath 14
The clerk has spoken to Ros Davies, Parish Paths Liaison Officer at Devon County
Council, about procedures to be followed when considering a possible diversion to avoid
the boggy area of this footpath, so making it more pleasant for walkers. No footpaths are
being diverted during the pandemic but she had told the clerk to gather information
together. Certain criteria for any diversion have to be met including not being more
challenging for walkers or much shorter or longer in length, better ground conditions and
no loss of views. The landowners are the Commoners and Cllr Tucker indicated that the

12

Commoners would be amenable to finding a solution. Ros Davies is also keen to find a
solution to the problem.
Cllr Tucker will submit an invoice for clearing the overhanging trees near Turf House
(mentioned in the December Minutes). Costs will be covered by the P3 fund.
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Annual Police Report
Details of incidents reported between 1 January 2020 and 11 January 2021 – 20 which is
an increase of 42.9% year on year
Anti-social behaviour – 5
Crime recorded – 5
Public safety – 10
Millrise
Cllr Key reported that work has gone ahead on six houses with some being re-roofed.
Heating system has not yet been installed. Cllr Key will keep the Parish Council informed.
Census 2021
Census weekend is 21 March. The clerk has posted details on the Parish Council
website.
Play Area Inspection
The person who has inspected the play area for the last few years has retired. The clerk
was asked to research a replacement.
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
Quarterly check – internal financial control
The clerk will liaise with Cllr Ryder on the best way to complete the quarterly check in view
of Covid-19 restrictions.
Casual Vacancy Cllr Thorne will approach a parishioner who may be interested in joining
the Parish Council.
Internal Audit Arrangements
The clerk has written to Gavin Brake to ask if he is willing to carry out the internal audit
again.
Zoom subscription As authorised previously, the clerk has taken out an annual
subscription to Zoom at a saving of 20%.
Parish Council Meetings
Devon Association of Local Councils (DALC) has advised that the legislation permitting
councils to meet remotely will come to an end on 6 May 2021 so, as it currently stands,
meetings will have to return to face-to-face meetings. NALC and DALC are both lobbying
the Government to extend this deadline. The clerk will carry out a risk assessment in
readiness and will follow advice issued by DALC.
Correspondence
Letters of thanks have been received from Devon Air Ambulance Trust, Devon
Freewheelers and TRIP for the S137 donations given by the Parish Council. Volunteer
car drivers are needed for TRIP and details of the services provided by TRIP are on the
Parish Council website.
CHAIRMAN’S DISCRETION
The clerk had received details of The NHS, Social Care and Frontline Workers’ Day event
planned for 5 July 2021. It was agreed it should be forwarded to the Village Hall
Entertainments Committee.
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC There were no questions and the meeting ended at 9.50 pm.

Date for next meeting to be held at 8 pm: Tuesday, 2 March 2021
*Minutes will be signed when Parish Council meetings resume.
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Helping you design
your dream home

Guillaume Dijon
Ringborough House
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB

Telephone: 01823 421 049
Mobile: 07892 406 096
Email: gdijon@consultant.com

Trees, Woodland &
Countryside Management
Woodland & Countryside
Woodland management Garden maintenance
Hedge maintenance / Hedgelaying & Planting
Fruit tree pruning

Tree Work
Felling Crown raising Planting Crown thinning
Techncal reductions Pollarding All other tree work
Previous employment: Green Mantle Conservation Contractors National Trust Quantock & Blackdown Hills
Andrew Coleman Environmental Contractors

Phone Rory Proctor: 07966 982845
Email: info@rfptrees.co.uk
Facebook: rfptreesurgeons
www.rfptreeandlandscapeservices.co.uk
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PEACE GARDEN
PRODUCE

LOCAL MEAT FOR SALE

Fresh fruit and veg
Groceries
Dairy products
Cakes and Pastries made to order

Higher Moorlands Farm
* Grass fed beef & hogget
* Free range pork, raised on

Logs (Net or load)
On sale daily
at Dove Co�age, Luppi�

British grown peas and barley
********
For a price list please email:

Deliveries made
Tuesdays and Fridays

HigherMoorlandsFarm@gmail.com
Or phone
Ollie 07527627296
Eve 07807305881

Please order by 3.00pm day before

Contact John on 07748780096 or
01404 891412
16

Grass Cutting
Service
Garden Hedge Trimming
Strimming, Fencing
Garden Rotovating
Hedgelaying
C.F.Tottle
Tel: 01404
891305
Mobile: 0789
0015550

Stuart’s Sweeping Service
Supportyourlocaltrades–usealocalChimneySweep

A clean chimney is a safe chimney
Chimney, woodburner and range cooker sweeping.
Power sweeping, Bird’s nest removal.
Camera inspections, Cowls and bird spikes fitted.
Wood-burners, multi-fuel stoves and liners installed.

07432 118318 or 01404 831288
Eveningandweekendappointmentsavailable
Member of The Guild of Master Sweeps.
HETAS Approved Chimney Sweep.
HETAS Registered Installer.
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Experienced & qualified staff, including 2 Early Years Teachers

Purpose built building * secure outside play area & garden
2-5 year olds

Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri 9am-3.30pm
Thurs 9am-1pm

Parent & Toddler group

Thurs 9am-1pm

To find out more or arrange a visit please contact Abi Few on 01404 861705
upotterypreschool@outlook.com
www.upotterypreschoolcio.weebly.com

Music and Movement
or Soft Play Session for Children
Luppitt Village Hall

Wednesdays, term time only

Starts at 9.30am with approximately 45 minutes of singing and dancing
Price is only £1.00 per child, to include a drink and a biscuit,
also coffee or tea for the adults
From babies till school age. Any enquiries contact Maria 01404 891058
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• Window Cleaner
• High reach hot water system
• Frames and doors all in
• Gutters/Facias Cleaned
• Patios
• Solar Panels
Excellent references if required
For that personal service contact :

Sean Harris
Telephone: 01404 814963
Mobile: 07737 419077
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Need to rejuvenate old metal objects?
We provide a variety of services ranging from powder coating to hot zinc
spray and shot blasting. We keep a range of about 100 colours in stock.
Most are exterior polyesters, which provide excellent durability and colour
retention on gates, railings and garden furniture.

IndustrialCoatingSupplies
Phone 0188434506
OpeningHours Monday-Thursday8am-5pmorFriday7am-1pm
email coatingsupplies@aol.com www.industrialcoatingsupplies.co.uk
Units1+2SimmonsPlace,KingsmillIndustrialEstate,CullomptonEX151BH
CUSTOM WOODWORKING,
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
TRADITIONAL AND
CAD/CNC DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION.

MANOR ANTIQUES
RESTORATIONS
Specialist in Antique Furniture Restoration

YOUR DESIRES IN WOOD
REALISED.

Cabinet making, Inlay, Repairs, Veneering

FROM BOOKSHELVES TO
BOOKCASES. FROM WINDOWS
TO WARDROBES AND FROM
TRINKET BOXES TO BESPOKE
FURNITURE.

Bespoke Furniture made

CALL IAN WEDERELL

WHEN THE JOB REQUIRES JUST
THAT LITTLE BIT OF EXTRA
CARE AND ATTENTION CALL:-

OR 01404 891571

French Polishing, Wood Finishing,

MOBILE 07732549414

30 years in the trade

PETE WHITE
01404 892869

www.manorantiquesrestorations.co.uk
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THE SIDMOUTH ARMS
UPOTTERY

OPEN ALL DAY
Great Drinks!
Great Food!
Great Choice!
Extensive daytime and evening menususing locally sourced
ingredients, freshly prepared and cooked on the premises

Food available from 12noon until 9pm weekdays (8pm Sundays)

Book early for our ever-popular Sunday Roast (12until 5)
Function Room Available

Outside Functions Catered For

For your meeting,training day

For your wedding or other special

or group presentation.

event, we can supply full catering

Equipped with audio-visual facilities

and bar facilities to suit your

including a hi-def projector and

requirements. Any number of

large drop-down screen.

people catered for.

Upottery, Honiton, Devon. EX14 9PN Telephone 01404861252
www.sidmoutharms.com

sidmoutharms@gmail.com
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Sidmouth Arms
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JOB VACANCIES
RED DOORS FARM
GILL AND TIM HUNT
WOULD LIKE TO EMPLOY LOCAL CLEANERS FOR OUR
5* HOLIDAY COTTAGES

£11.00 PER HOUR
COME AND JOIN OUR SMALL AND FRIENDLY TEAM
FRIDAYS AND/OR MONDAYS 10.00AM TO 2.15PM
PLEASE CALL GILL HUNT ON 01404 890067
OR email info@reddoors.co.uk
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DIRECTORY
Parish Council
Chairman
Clerk

www.luppittparishcouncil.co.uk
John Thorne
01404 891412
07748 780096
Rosalind Buxton
01404 861565
07944 625025

Village Hall
Chair
Secretary
Bookings
Commoners’ Secretary
Luppitt Neighbourhood Plan
Chair
Consultation
Luppitt Wives
Rector

Stephen Smith
01404 892839
Mary Hill
01404 891160
Jean Hooper
01404 892969
Kevin Lockyer
07827 309229
www.luppittneighbourhood.org.uk
Roger Hicks
01404 891579
Christine Ryder
01404 892880
Mrs Joan Beckett
01404 891308
Rev John Hayhoe
01404 515083
johnhayhoe@me.com
07864 048575
Associate Priest
Jane Penn
01404 841523
PCC Secretary
Sue Lauzier-Piechowiak 01404 891924
Church Administrator
Sara Gordon
07717 222404
admin@dunkeswell.org.uk
Church Wardens
Brian Pulman
01404 891324
Luppitt Entertainments Cttee Pat Bussey
01404 892720
Captain of Bellringers
Pearl Pulman
01404 891324
Cricket Club
Steve Berry
01404 891268
Hartridge Buddhist Monastery
01404 891251
Surgeries

Blackdown Dunkeswell
01823 681720
Honiton Medical Centre
01404 548544
Honiton Minor Injuries Unit 01404 540540

Devon Air Ambulance

01392 466666

East Devon District Council

01404 515616

TRIP (community transport)

01404 46529

Citizens Advice Bureau

0344 411 1444

Location of defibrillators
Village Hall EX14 4RT
Loman’s Farm, EX14 4TX (near Red Doors)
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