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USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
LUPPITT
Parish Council: Chairman, Gavin Brake 892767
Clerk: Mrs Tracy Bell 01823 681138
Village Hall: Chairman: Brian Pulman 891324
Secretary: Mary Joyce 891328
Commoners: Secretary : Gavin Brake 892767
Footpaths : Kathy Crabb : 891662
Luppitt Wives: Mrs Jean Hooper: 892969
Youth Club: Julia Crabb: 01404 891192
PCC secretary: Wendy Watson 891959
Vicar: Rev Rik Peckham - 01404 891243
Church Administrator: Mrs Karen Davies 890121 (9:30 to 10:30 am)
Churchwardens: Brian Pulman 891324
John Arbuthnott 891032
Mothers Union: Olive Clapp MBE 891386
Captain of Bellringers: Pearl Pulman 891324
Cricket Club: S Berry 891268
Luncheon Club: Jean Hooper 892969
Hartridge Buddhist Monastery: 891251
Highway Faults (blocked drains, potholes, etc) can be reported online: http://
www.devon.gov.uk/index/transportroads/roads/road_maintenance.htm The
system enables you to plot the location of the defect onto a map, enter notes
about the nature and extent of the fault. Alternatively, telephone 0845 155 1004
and give the fault information or email <csc.roads@devon.gov.uk>
OTHER
Honiton Police: 08452 777444 or 101
Crimestoppers:: 0800 555111
Blackdown Practice:
Dunkeswell 891861
Blackdown Support Group:
(Hemyock) 01823 681036
Honiton Medical Centre : 548544
Honiton Hospital: 540540
Dev.Air Ambulance: 01392 466666
TRIP: 46529: community transport
C.A.B.: 44213
Honiton Library: 41212
Traveline: 0870 608 2 608

To get in touch with your MP Write:
Neil Parish MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
Telephone:
0207 219 7172
email:
neil.parish.mp@parliament.uk
Local Constituency Agent:
Lucille Baker
01395 233503
agent@tivertonhonitonconservatives.org.uk

Congratulations to everyone who produced and played in the
Pantomime. see pages 25-27. I did enjoy it very much. They are
donating the profits to three charities, £350 to each! The Players
are thinking of arranging a “Murder Mystery” on an Italian theme
this autumn, so keep an eye out for further details.
Welcome to Lee and Jane who have moved into 1 Moorlands
Cottage. I hope they will be very happy in their new home.
Please prompt everyone who is on the internet to register their
needs for faster broadband, see below. Or even any broadband
would be nice for all the Parish.
Have a good month
Lindsey Dalgety
Connecting Devon and Somerset Broadband Programme
Our project is one of 3 national pilots chosen to roll out superfast broadband to
the ‘hard to reach’ areas that will not attract private sector investment. With
the help of funding from the Government and both County Councils, as well as
support from partner authorities Plymouth, Torbay and North Somerset, we
have £50m to invest, but this isn’t enough on its own. We have to attract
investment from broadband suppliers too. We are running a campaign (from
6th February) to ask the communities and businesses of Devon and Somerset to
show that they want superfast broadband. We need as many people as
possible to take part in a short survey which will be influential in deciding how,
where and when the infrastructure will be rolled out. This is our one big
opportunity to shape the future of our digital services, so it’s vital everyone
gets involved to help us get connected and up to speed.
They can register their interest online at
www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk or by calling our dedicated hotline
on 0844 463887. The findings from this survey will be analysed in March to
show demand for broadband before we commence the next phase of
procurement in April to achieve the most effective solution.
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LUPPITT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes for a meeting of Luppitt Parish Council held in the Village Hall on
Tuesday 7th February 2012 at 8pm.
Councillor John Thorne was welcomed to the council, he formally accepted
the post and signed the Code of Conduct. It was noted that Cllr Thorne was
Very nearly voted on at the last election and so it seemed fitting that he fill
the current vacancy.
PLANNING
Decisions (for information)
11/2178/FUL Meadow Croft - Construction of replacement building for stable,
feed/implement store. Approval with conditions relating to tree survey.
Applications (For comment, support or objection)
11/ 2837/COU Woodhayes – Change of use and extension of Dutch barn to
art gallery and office Comments ratified; If EDDC Planning are minded to
pass this application, the Parish Council would ask for two issues to be taken
into account.
1. TA condition to keep the exterior in a dark, agricultural colour (e.g. black or
dark green) so as to minimise the visual impact and maintain the appearance
of an agricultural barn after the development has occurred.
2. When formulating their views, that Highways give due consideration to the
increase in road traffic resulting from the planned use as office space and as
an art gallery on a day to day basis, but also on days/evenings when art
events/exhibitions may occur. Given the existing 11 office units already
operational at Woodhayes Farm, we would ask that Highways ensure that the
single lane road from the Farm entrance down to Langford Bridge has the
capacity to cope with the likely increase in road traffic from staff, employees,
deliveries and visitors etcetera.
11/2829/LBC Higher Shelvin - Conversion of barn C to holiday let including
new floors, roof structure and covering, and new windows and roof lights.
11/2828/COU Higher Shelvin - Change of use of barn to holiday let unit.
11/2824/LBC Higher Shelvin - Conversion of barn A and connection to
farmhouse with glazed link, conversion of barn B to garaging and workshop
and construction of wall.
11/2823/FUL Higher Shelvin - Conversion of barn A and connection to
farmhouse with glazed link, conversion of barn B to garaging and workshop
and construction of wall.
COMMENTS (all four applications as above): The parish council have no
objection to this proposal; this scheme will ensure the renovation of these
redundant barns.
12/0061/FUL Meadowcroft - Replacement dwelling including change of use
of part of adjoining field to domestic curtilage COMMENTS: The parish council
do not support the application as submitted as it encroaches onto agricultural
land. Although the parish council have no objections in principle to the
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Woolaway bungalow being demolished in favour of dwelling of a similar size
and with no net increase in the size of the domestic land curtilage, the main
objection is that the replacement dwelling should not encroach on to
agricultural land. In addition there are concerns over the visual amenity of the
building as seen from the other side of the valley in terms of the reflection
caused by such a large expanse of glass to the front elevation which may not
be entirely appropriate given the rural landscape character.
HIGHWAYS AND TRAFFIC
Parish Highways programme – work list authorised as priced, to be
completed as soon as possible.
Winter road gritting – suggested we supply a gritting route map to DCC for
information. Gritting was carried out during the last cold spell. As the A30 is
currently shut, it was discussed that during this period there could be an
additional gritting route if needed Pennythorne to Windgate Hill.
Items to report: Email from Highways;
Thank you for your report of 3rd January. I have checked that all the potholes
reported were passed to Devon Highways' reactive teams and they are now
all recorded as 'completed'. I am hoping to be able to arrange some ploughing
of the road edges and cleaning of channels in the Shaugh area to get the
water off the road surface. Although the easements opposite Ford Barn didn't
look too bad when I inspected them I shall add them to the lengthsman's list
as they may well need cleaning again by then. Ditches on the main road
across Luppitt Common have been cleaned where necessary, including at the
bend near Jack's House. I have asked for the cover to the manhole opposite
Halsdon Cottage to be changed to a grating and whilst there I cleared the
debris from the drain to the north. I was unable to identify any recent surfacing
which might have covered a drain near Newman's, and the owner of the
property did not seem to be aware of it. I am however aware that there is a
long standing problem with the layout of the drains further up the road at the
entrance to the church but I will have to put this forward as a planned scheme
(for 2012/13) as a road closure will be needed, in view of the unknown scale
of the works. For your information, I had to serve notice on the owner of
Swallowcliff Cottage at Beacon following complaints about overgrown
vegetation the current situation cannot be allowed to continue as it is causing
vehicles to drive off the carriageway. Our thanks to whoever dredged the river
at Ford Bridge as this sort of work is becoming increasingly difficult for us to
arrange while complying with the requirements of the Environment Agency.’
Planings and layby areas – 15 tonnes have been delivered free of charge by
DCC Highways and a further 65 tonnes are promised in order that more
laybys in the parish can be made good.
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Lengthsman visit - lengthsman is next due in Luppitt on 22 March 2012,
items for attention please (list and map to be supplied;
Day 1 Concrete gutters from Little town to Long Lane need cleaning out, this
needs putting in the hedge so it cannot be squashed back into the gutter by
the next lorry.
Day 2 Concrete gutter from Pennythorne towards Uxford
Day 3 Pennythorne to Higher Shelvin concrete gutters on road edge
Days 4 & 5 Ford Bridge Shaugh to Linhay (towards Dumpdon) locate and
clear concrete gutters and drains all the way along this road
FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS
P3 Co-ordinator –remaining work from budget was scheduled (stile to be
replaced with kissing gate at Jacks House and step to be straightened by
Church. Annual return completed together with bid for 2012.
ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Community policing report – report received of an incident of a dog bite,
theft of batteries stolen from outside a workshop. There have been incidents
of theft from outbuildings and of farm implements recently in Churchinford so
parishioners are reminded to be vigilant and report immediately any
suspicious activity call 999 and try and give number plates of cars if possible.
School Admissions - consultation regarding school admissions and
transport will be available for review and comment to 1 March 2012 at
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements. The comments of Members
and representatives of the local community are welcomed. Please mark any
response “ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 2013” All parents and community
groups are invited to review and comment on the proposed admission
arrangements for Devon schools. Their views are also welcomed and may
contribute to decisions on how Devon and Devon schools will manage access
for children.
EDDC Waste and Recycling presentations are being offered, If your parish
would like to book please speak to the clerk (this can be at any village event).
Himalayan Balsam – We have been asked by Patrick Hamilton Chair,
Natural Environment Committee, OVA about Himalayan Balsam action in the
parish. Chairman has replied.
FIELDS IN TRUST - If the parish has a recreation site worthy of QEII Field
protection and recognition information is available.
DCC – Commons Act 2006 Regulation 44 Land at Mohuns Ottery- update
to commons register received.
Luppitt Commons Trustee Committee – Commons Act 2006 – section 38
notification of works on land registered as common land. Full details available
from the caravan located at the Village Hall.
CHAIRMANS DISCRETION
A member of the public has commented about a lorry driver been seen
regularly throwing rubbish out of the window of the lorry between Jacks
House and Hartridge.
Dates for next meetings –
8pm Tuesday 6th March 2012
Luppitt Village Hall
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William Joseph Harding King (1869-1933)
Explorer, adventurer, writer and one time resident of Luppitt.
The opening of the twentieth century ushered in an era of exploration with men such as
Captain Scott and Sir Emest Shackleton} striving to reach the most inhospitable places of the
Antarctic, and Mallory's attempts to conquer Everest. At the same tim e there were many lesser
known explorers who set out to penetrate the uncharted areas of the North African desert and
William Joseph Harding King was among them. His expeditions in the early part of the century
contributed much to the scientific knowledge and understanding of that vast region and earned
him a medal from the Royal Geographical Society. His exploits are still written about today, and
his search for the 'Masked Tawareks of the Sahara' and the legendary 'Lost oasis of Zerzura'
are now a part of history.
William Joseph Harding King was born in 1869, the eldest son of William Hartley King, a
colliery proprietor of Stourbridge, Worcestershire, and Louisa, daughter of Benjamin and
Louise Harding of Wadham Castle, Sussex. Following their marriage in 1866, they took up
residence in the small village of Churchill, a few miles from the glassmaking and ironworking
town of Stourbridge. Their first child, a daughter called Louisa Hartley, was born in 1867 in
Churchill followed by their first son, William Joseph Harding.
Shortly after William Joseph's birth the family moved to the affluent Pedmore area of
Stourbridge where another son, Robert Henry, was born towards the end of 1872. The birth of
this second son prompted William Hartley King, perhaps fearing an early demise, to make his
last Will and Testament in March of 1873 in which he expressed the wish that' each of his sons
should be educated at one of the two universities of Oxford or Cambridge to be selected by his
wife. William Hartley King, however, lived for a further thirty years and, in fact, produced a
second daughter, Elizabeth Winifred, and another son, Gerald, born in 1882. In accordance
with their father's wishes both William Joseph and his brother Robert Henry went to university,
with William Joseph studying law at Trinity College, Cambridge.
The King family were wealthy Coal Masters, Firebrick and Clay proprietors and brick and terra
cotta manufacturers. Many members of the family were Quakers who attended the old Quaker
Meeting House in Stourbridge. William Hartley King's father, Joseph, died in 1854 and by 1861
his widowed mother, Elizabeth, was residing at Wollescote Hall, a 17th century mansion near
Stourbridge, which for the next half century was the home of various members of the King
family. William Hartley King and his family lived in Pedmore for almost three decades until, by
the turn of the 19th century, they too had taken up residence at Wollescote Hall.
On the Census for 1901 William Joseph Harding King, now aged thirty-one, was recorded as
being a Bar Student, suggesting that he was studying to be called to the Bar. However, he
suffered from asthma and doctors advised him to live in a dryer climate. Following their advice
it seems, he abandoned his law career and in the early 1900s, accompanied by two Arab
guides, made his first trek into the Sahara desert in search of the masked Tawareks. Early
travellers often called them the 'Blue Men' of the Sahara due to the men's practise of covering
their faces with a blue cloth dyed with indigo. Harding King's book describing his journey was
first published in 1903, with a facsimile being produced in recent years by Bibliolife. It makes
fascinating reading and, as well as being highly descriptive of the desert and its people, is full
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RED DOORS FARM HOLIDAY
COTTAGES
JOB VACANCIES FOR
CLEANERS
AND A
GENERAL OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE
PERSON
TO JOIN OUR SMALL FRIENDLY TEAM
FRIDAYS 10.00 AM – 2.00 PM
GOOD RATE OF PAY
PLEASE CALL GILL OR SARAH 01404 890067
www.reddoors.co.uk

Music and Movement for Children.
Luppitt Village Hall.

Wednesdays, term time only.

Starts at 9.30 am with approximately 45 minutes of singing and dancing.
Price is only £1.00 per child, to include a drink and a biscuit, also coffee
or tea for the adults.
From babies till school age.
Any enquires contact Maria
01404 891058.

Baby and Toddler
Soft Play Session
This group meets in the Village Hall on Tuesdays
Term time only at 1.30-3.15 pm
All welcome! For further information,
Please contact Maria 891058.
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of amusing little facts. For example, Tawareks never wash themselves as they feel it is a waste
of water, and camels actually get toothache! Harding King did not, as one might have
imagined, adopt the wearing of Arab dress whilst trekking across the desert. On the contrary,
attired in woollen jersey, waistcoat, muffler and loose-fitting Ulster overcoat, he brought a touch
of English eccentricity to the desert though much of this clothing was discarded as the heat of
the day rose.
It is clear from the outset that Harding King was enamoured with desert exploration, though in
no way does he romanticise his adventures and is only too aware of the dangers that can await
the desert traveller. At the time of his first exploration the French were laying claim to the whole
of the immense region of the Sahara in an attempt to gain control over the trade routes and
protect them as far as possible from attack by the marauding Tawareks but, as Harding King
observes,
' ... no greater mistake can be made than to suppose that it is they [the French] who rule the
Sahara. The Tawarek rules it...mounted on his swift mehari, (trotting camel). armed with his
sword and iron lance. he is monarch of all he surveys.'
In 1908 Harding King wrote to the secretary of the Royal Geographical Society suggesting that
he make a journey into the Western Sahara. In reply he received a letter proposing that he
should tackle the Libyan Desert instead, as it 'offered the largest available area of unknown
ground', and that he should 'take up the study of sand dunes, for which it afforded an unrivalled
opportunity.' Harding King jumped at the suggestion, which had not before occurred to him but,
to quote his own words, ' ... after a jump of that kind one usually comes to earth again with
something of a bang, and when, after making a more thorough enquiry than I had previously
done into the nature of the job I had undertaken: I began to realise its real character and felt
that in saying I would tackle this part of the world, I had done something quite remarkably
foolish'.
The Libyan Desert presented two particular challenges to the explorer, in addition to that
common to most deserts - the absence of water, the challenges being the Senussi Muslim sect
and the sand dunes. The Senussi were one of the most powerful of the dervish orders, hostile
to all non-Mohammedans and especially to Europeans occupying territory with a Mohammedan
population. Only one previous explorer, Gerard Rohlfs in 1874, had succeeded in crossing the
Senussi frontier: but found the dunes insurmountable after three days' journey westwards from
the Dakhla Oasis. Harding King entered the Libyan Desert fully aware of the difficulties he
faced.
At the beginning of the 20th century the desert was largely unmapped; vast areas were avoided
due to the lack of water and the daunting terrain. Many legends had grown up among the
inhabitants of the scattered oases: tales of lost cities and their treasures, and of one particular
'lost' oasis - its name was Zerzura. For three decades at the start of the twentieth century that
name inspired the imagination of every explorer of the Libyan Desert, and Harding King was no
exception.
The oldest record of a location with the name Zerzura appears in a document dating back to
the 13th century. An anonymous 15th century Arabic treasure hunters' guide, 'The Book of the
Hidden Pearls; describes it as a 'w hite-washed city of the desert on whose gate is carved a
bird'. The treasure seeker is advised to 'take with your hand the key in the beak of the bird,
then open the door of the city. Enter, and there you will find great riches ... ' The first European
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reference to Zerzura is an 1835 account by the English Egyptologist, John Gardner Wilkinson,
which was based on a report by an Arab who said he had found the oasis while searching for a
lost camel. The Zerzura Oasis was described as abounding "in palms, with springs, and some
ruins of uncertain date". The German explorer, Gerhard Rohlfs, travelling west from the
Dakhla Oasis found his progress blocked by great dunes running north and south, and
decades would pass before anyone else ventured forth.
Harding King's expedition to the Libyan Desert got underway in 1909 when his first destination
was the Dakhla oasis. He too had heard stories of Zerzura including one that described it as an
abandoned city with palm and olive groves. After seeing a flight of small birds enter Dakhla
from the southwest and finding freshly eaten olives in their stomachs, Harding King was
convinced he would find the lost 'olive' oasis southwest of Dakhla. He traced 200 miles of the
old road but found no abandoned desert city. As for the Senussi Muslims, though they did not
actually attack Harding King's expedition they did all they could to im pede his progress by
withholding information and supplies and when, in spite of these hindrances, he pushed
forward they bribed his guides to lead him to destruction, but Harding King managed to outwit
them.
He spent the next three years exploring and mapping the Libyan Desert. His discoveries about
the sand dunes, their character and disposition, were perhaps his most valuable contribution to
their knowledge. Over two hundred rock inscriptions of the 'Libyan' type were found and
copied, many botanical and zoological specimens were collected and classified and much
ethnological information was obtained.
In the winter of 1913-1914 Harding King accompanied his friend Oric Bates, an American
archaeologist, on an expedition to Marsa Matruh which lies about 150 miles west of Alexandria
on the Marmaric coast. There they made a preliminary archaeological survey of the locality and
uncovered five archaic graves which were dug 30-40 cm into the limestone. Of the five graves
in this 'cemetery' only two had actual burials but Bates and Harding King discovered ceramic
and basalt vessels and other fragments in the graves. Any further exploration would obviously
have been curtailed by the outbreak of the First World War and Oric Bates, Curator of African
Archaeology and Ethnology of the Peabody Museum at Harvard, returned to America. In 1918
he was preparing to ship to war when he became suddenly and gravely ill and died at the age
of thirty-five, most probably of influenza.
Over the next few years Harding King wrote numerous articles about his travels and findings in
the Libyan Desert which were published in The Geographical Journal, and in March of 1919 he
was presented with the Gill Memorial Medal by the Royal Geographical Society; awarded for
his investigations of desert conditions in Northern Africa.
Later that same year, at the age of fifty, he married Dorothy Marian Barnes who was twenty
years his junior and also his first cousin (daughter of his mother's half-sister). Their only child, a
son William Rupert Harding King, was born at Beaminster, Dorset on the 25th of March 1921.
By 1923 the family were living at Combe End, Huish Champflower in Somerset, and whilst
residing there his second book, 'Mysteries of the Libyan Desert; chronicling his 1909-1911
expeditions and illustrated with his own photographs, was published in 1925.
A facsimile of this second book was produced by Darf Publishers in 2003. It is full of colourful
detail about the little towns and oases that he visited, the people he met and of his journey
across the desert. To avoid the intense heat of the day Harding King's caravan often travelled
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at night, his description of which is evocative and quite rhythmic: ‘A journey on a fine night in
the desert is always an experience to remember, and the almost perfect silence in which we
marched made it more impressive than usual. Hardly a sound was to be heard beyond the
gentle shuffling of the camels' feet on the smooth sand, the soft clinking of their chain bridles,
the occasional creak of a rope against the baggage, and the hollow splashing of the water to
and fro in the half empty tanks’.
He tells also of the way in which his expedition came close to disaster caused by the sabotage,
fanaticism and intrigues of the Senussi rather than the risks imposed by desert travel. The
Times in its review described the book as 'a valuable scientific record and an absorbing story of
adventure'.
Harding King and his family would presumably have taken up residence at Halsdon House in
Luppitt following the death of the previous occupant, Major- General Cookson: in 1929. It was
there that William Joseph Harding King died in 1933 at the age of sixty-four and was buried in a
simple grave in the peaceful churchyard of St. Mary's: overlooking the Vale of the Otter. A plain
stone at the foot of the grave bears only his name and date of birth and the short inscription:
'Entered the fuller life 1st October 1933', perhaps reflecting his Quaker background.
In the preface to his book, Mysteries of the Libyan Desert, Harding King predicted that 'recently
invented' motor cars would eventually become efficient enough for conducting pioneering
explorations in the waterless desert: a prospect he viewed with some regret. Today, large fourwheel drive vehicles equipped with satellite navigation systems and mobile communication
devices make desert expeditions comparatively easy. Much of what Harding King described is
now unrecognisable, but the villages and the people living in the oases: their customs and
traditions, still remain the same as when he set out on foot to cross the 'untouched' desert
wilderness a century ago.
Jean Weston 2011 (Luppitt Local History Group)
Footnotes:
Harding King's widow, Dorothy Marian, emigrated to Australia in 1956 and died in Sydney in
February 1975. His son, William Rupert, served in the RAF as a Spitfire pilot during the Second
World War and also went to Australia in 1956 with his third wife (he actually married four
times). He died in November 2000 in Sydney aged seventy-nine.
In 2009, to celebrate the centenary of Harding King reaching the Dakhla Oasis, Jack Shenker,
a journalist based in Egypt, accompanied by a photographer, Jason Larkin, retraced the
journey calling it 'In the footsteps of the King'.
Also in 2009 a Seminar and Exhibition were held at the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at
Exeter University entitled, 'Knowing the Desert – W.J. Harding King's exploration of the Libyan
Desert' illustrated with Harding King's original photographs which are now held at the
university .
Exploration of the Libyan Desert, and the search for the 'lost oasis of Zerzura', continued into
the 1930s, one of the many explorers being Hungarian-born Count Laszlo Almasy. His exploits
were the inspiration for the novel, The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje, and the 1996 Oscarwinning film of the same name.
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MAN WITH VAN
FULLY
INSURED

NO JOB
TOO
SMALL

SMALL REMOVALS
SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS
BULK / HEAVY ITEMS SHIFTED
COURIER SERVICE / DELIVERY SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
HOUSEHOLD / GARAGE / GARDEN ITEMS CLEARED /TIP
RUNS
SPEEDY REMOVAL TO AND FROM ACCOMMODATION
STUDENT MOVES TO AND FROM ACCOMMODATION
IKEA COLLECTIONS AND DELIVERY
SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S / STUDENTS
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH EXCELLENT SERVICE
SAME DAY / SHORT NOTICE - NO PROBLEM
EVENING AND WEEKEND - NO PROBLEM
Whether it is just a wardrobe or fridge freezer you want collecting,
Supplies from the DIY depot, one off or regular courier or delivery service
WE WANT TO HELP AT AFFORDABLE RATES

CALL – STEVE

07739 399346 01404 822777
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LUPPITT OVER 60'S LUNCHEON CLUB.
Thursday 8th March 2012

Glass of Sherry
Chicken in white wine sauce
Potatoes
Seasonal Vegetables
Bread & Butter Pudding
with custard

Tea & Coffee
Jean Hooper

Raffle
£4-00
Tele 01404 892 969

QUALITY CARPENTRY
AND JOINERY
FREE ESTIMATES
DAVID GARROD
TEL/FAX 01404 890156
BARTWOOD - DUNKESWELL
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Margaret Young was our leader for the February meeting. We began with a
minute’s silent prayer for two of our members who died recently Mrs Florrie
Sage and Mrs Janet Doughty.
I was pleased that I was there to hear Mrs Allison Knight explain to us some
of the work that Christian Aid does. I thought that it helped in countries where
there was a need for food and medicine, for instance were there was war and
refugees in need or earthquakes and people in dire need but there is so much
more to what they do for 3rd World countries and others.
Her Bible Reading was from Amos 2:6 “because they sold the righteous for
silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes.” They are trying to educate the people
to stand up for themselves against the big multi million dollar companies who
drain them of their natural resources for their own gain, leaving the natives
worse off than they were before.
Some big companies also have their money in off shore tax free accounts,
and their turnover can be bigger than the countries revenue. Bolivians have
managed to win more money for their oil and now have pensions for the over
60’s, and more revenue for children’s school fees and equipment.
Allison has visited Honduras and has seen for herself how grateful the ordinary people are for what has been accomplished.
The more who speak up the faster reform will come. Take a few moments to
look up www.christianaid.org.uk/tax and write to your MP what you think about
multi million dollar company’s tax dodging behaviour. Changes are made
when the political will is there.
Next month we meet at the Sidmouth Arms, 2:30 when the speaker will be
Mrs Nicky Johnson who is speaking on our theme for the year “Your gift, discover and celebrate.”
Pray meeting at Hedgend Barton Tuesday, March 6, 9:30
World day of prayer at Yarcombe Baptist Church, 2:30 pm.
May Bowsher
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DUNKESWELL MISSION COMMUNITY
Comprising the Parishes of Dunkeswell, Broadhembury, Luppitt,
Sheldon and Upottery.
Everyone of all ages are invited by

Clifford & Rene Pym
to their
AT HOME DAYS
Every Friday 11am – 4pm
For Coffee or light lunch or afternoon tea
At Pimlico Lodge (next door to Garage)
Dunkeswell Tel No. 01404 891 766
An opportunity to meet new and old friends
A time to chat
A chance to exchange stories, ideas and information
Get to know each other in happy, warm, welcoming atmosphere
(Non fund raising) Bring and Buy stall and donations accepted gratefully towards
cost of food.

IT’S LOVELY TO BE SECLUDED
BUT WHO WANTS TO BE
ISOLATED
HIGH SPEED INTERNET VIA
SATELLITE
FROM £24.99 PER MONTH
Call Rob or Bridget on 01404 892952
Or email: bmc@colemanhallproducts.co.uk
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Property, Money and all that stuff.
Carol Sumner**
As anyone who knows me can tell you, I have a complete fascination with
property, property prices, and finance in general.
A really good place to start if you are wondering about the price of your
property is Zoopla.co.uk. Here you can “claim” your property and get Zoopla
to give you an estimated market price. It looks at what you paid and when,
tracks trends for your type of property, and recent prices paid. Interesting
but to be taken with a pinch of salt.
It seems to me that we all (me included) over estimate the price of our
property. We are also reluctant to accept that prices have fallen. Having sold
one property last year and having two listed for sale now, I believe this is one
of the toughest times to sell property that I can remember. Fortunately,
supply is all but dried up with very few people taking the plunge and putting
theirs up for sale. Those that are for sale seem to have been available for
months*, and as the local estate agents will tell you, buyers out there are
rare and tough, making offers much lower than asking price, because they
can.
Whilst we teeter on the edge of recession, with a crisis in the eurozone, and
the availability of finance at an all time low, the buyers out there who are
“proceedable” are few and far between.
In Luppitt we have seen our share of properties on the market over the last
12 months. Perhaps it seems more than normal, but it’s more likely that they
just took longer to sell. At one point in 2011 there were 12 properties for
sale ranging from just over £200k to just under £3m. About half of them have
been sold, so newcomers to the village we say welcome, and why not drop
us a line to tell us your experience of moving to our lovely village.
*average selling time for a 4 bedroomed house in Honiton is 192 days
(home.co.uk)
** Carol Scott
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Luppitt Flower Show. 18th August 2012
Here are some of the entries to be included:
Potatoes, red and white. Runner beans. Peas. Onions. Tomatoes.
Tomatoes on vine. Beetroot.
Carrots. Courgettes. Herbs.
Perennials. Annuals. Pansies. Tea Roses. Foliage pot plant. Flowering
Pot Plant.
Pot of fruit jelly.
Knitted pair of Wellington boot socks.
Embroidered Handkerchief.
Children: Longest runner bean.
Novelty: Vegetable animal. Longest dandelion root.
The full schedule and entry forms will be available in July
Sue and Joan
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LUPPITT WIVES GROUP.
.

Our next meeting is a open meeting for all the villagers
who wish to come to hear about The History of Punch &
Judy from the 14th century marionettes to the present
day glove puppets. On Thursday 15th March, 2012 in
the Village Hall at 8pm.
ALL ARE VERY WELCOME.

Honiton Mobile Library
March 14th
March 28th

Village Hall
Village Hall

arrive
11:15
11:15

depart
11:45
11:45

Local occasional and part-time work.
We need help with various odd jobs. If you are a genius and can do
everything then we would like to offer you a full time job paying far
less than you are worth. More likely we have a series of short term
projects for different people working on a variety of projects. We are
based in the middle of nowhere north of Luppitt, so, unless you enjoy
very long very wet walks, you will need your own transport.
Do you have experience in any of the following: Databases, Desktop
Publishing, Book Design & production, Old fashioned filing and
sorting, Spreadsheets, Reliable and consistent typing from manuscript
sources, Selling on eBay, Photography.
If so, please email office@puzzlemuseum.com
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LUPPITT YOUTH CLUB
Youth Club will continue on a fortnightly basis during March
on the following dates :Friday, 9 th March – ‘Normal Session’ – Village Hall 6 – 8 pm
Friday, 23rd March - ‘Normal Session’ – Village Hall 6 – 8 pm
Tuesday, 27th March – Annual General Meeting – Village Hall
– 8 pm
All welcome to attend
As you will see above, it is time again for Luppitt Youth Club
AGM and this has been arranged for Tuesday 27th March as
detailed above. As many of you will know the youth club is
struggling at the moment - for numbers actually attending
the sessions, which in turn leaves us short for parental help/
involvement. A decision on the future of the youth club will
have to be decided at this meeting. The Youth Club has recently been run with a Committee of three of us and help is
desperately needed. Sue Tucker has decided to resign after
serving 7 years on the Committee (5 of which as Secretary)
and I have also decided to stand down from my position as
Chairman which I have carried out for 4 years. If you would
like the Youth Club to continue, it is important that you
come to the meeting to help us find a way forward.
Julia Crabb
Chairman
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Holocaust Memorial Day

Naomi Lott

Each year on 27th January people come together to remember those who
have suffered and died in the Holocaust and also in later genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. I went to the Memorial Day at the Guildhall in Exeter. The theme this year was “speak up, speak out” - it asks us all
to speak up against injustice and hatred today, to create a safer, better future.
As well as the exhibition there were many displays and presentations by
young people from Devon schools. Honiton Community College and The
Kings School from Ottery St Mary were two of the local schools represented.
Two students from the Kings School visit Auschwitz each year and they told
us of their impressions and how they have used this experience to speak to
others about prejudice and intolerance. At the end of the afternoon Tony
Reese from Exeter Synagogue said Kaddish, the prayer for the dead, and
there was a stillness and quiet in the room as everyone came forward to light
a candle - a very moving moment.
This was followed by Eva Clarke, the youngest Holocaust survivor, speaking
about her mother’s experiences and how she herself was born in Mauthausen
concentration camp, just a couple of days before it was liberated. When Eva
was born her mother weighed just 5 stone and looked like a pregnant skeleton. She spoke with great love and admiration for her mother who is amazingly still alive today and looking forward to her 95th birthday.
Eva travels all around the country talking about the Holocaust, particularly to
schools. She says it is important to remember, to commemorate and to counteract racism. ‘I am here to speak to you about the Holocaust. It is for you to
speak to others to prevent another’.
First They Came - Pastor Martin Niemoller
First they came for the Communists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Communist
Then they came for the Socialists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Socialist
Then they came for the trade unionists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a trade unionist
Then they came for the Jews
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Jew
Then they came for me
And there was no one left
To speak out for me
18

The Great British
Supper
Supporting Spinal Injuries Association

Friday 18th May 2012
The Great British Fish and Chip Supper is all about
getting together, having fun and raising money for
the Spinal Injuries Association.
To request a fundraising pack:
Call - 0845 071 4350
Email - fishandchips@spinal.co.uk
Visit - www.spinal.co.uk/fishandchips
Registered Charity No 1054097

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
SERVICE AT YARCOMBE BAPTIST CHURCH
FRIDAY, 2 MARCH, 2:30 PM
SPEAKER, THE REV DINAH HARGREAVES
THEME:
“LET JUSTICE PREVAIL”
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Himalayan Balsam
I am writing to ask if you can help me with some information.
I am chairman of a small committee in the Otter Valley Association,
a group involved in the lower Otter valley and embracing the 5
parishes from Newton Poppleford to the mouth. For several years
we have been frustrated, like many others, by the relentless
expansion of Himalayan Balsam into our patch.
Last year we decided to focus on the tributaries in our area,
learning from past experience that attempting to clear the main
riverbanks was a waste of time, given that the river acts as a
conveyor belt for seeds from the upper reaches of the valley. At the
same time I wanted to see whether a coordinated approach to the
whole catchment might ever be feasible. Most seem to agree that
the most sensible approach would be to work from source to mouth,
clearing Himalayan Balsam from each tributary in turn and then,
when each is cleared, attacking the main river down to the next
confluence. To this end I have been trying to find out what is going
on higher up the valley, hoping to get in touch with groups (eg
green groups, parish councils) who might be similarly concerned
with the problem. So far I have only made contact with Mish
Kennaway and the Tale Valley Trust who, for at least 7 years, have
been doing wonderful work at Escot and have virtually cleared the
Tale; Roy Coombs at Otterhead/Honiton, who will be tackling the
southern part of the Otterhead Estate at Royston Water this year
and who has monitored clearance from the Honiton tributaries; and
Katie Findlay at Blackdown HIlls AONB who, along with parishes in
that Somerset sector, hope to help this year. 3 weeks ago I had a
good chat with a young lady called India Layburn. Do you know
her? She is at the final stages of submitting an undergraduate
thesis on Himalayan Balsam at Plymouth University and the central
idea was to compare riverbank ecology in the Tale valley (from
which it has been cleared) and the Love, from which it has not. Her
results were most interesting.
In December I had a useful chat with Nick Whatley at the
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Environment Agency in Exminster. He is very keen to see
progress, as indeed are the government and the EU, but the
Agency is short-staffed at the moment. There is some funding
available from DEFRA to local groups, although there is a deadline
for application of March 17th which is rather soon. Nick and I
agreed that I might usefully help by trying to establish a contact
network throughout the Otter valley so that we can assess the
options. This is the reason for writing. Specifically could you
possibly supply the following information:
Do you have a good idea of the extent of Himalayan Balsam
in Luppitt parish?
Do you know who the landowners are on the affected land?
Might they look kindly on attempts to remove HB by, say,
gangs of volunteers?
Are you, as a parish council, involved in any attempts to
remove it?
Do you know of any groups or individuals at work in your
parish or neighbouring parishes tackling this problem? If
so could you put me in touch?
Would you welcome a coordinated attack on HB?
All of our work, of course, has been done by volunteers and this is
an obvious limitation.
I look forward to hearing from
you even if you have nothing to
report!.
With best wishes,
Patrick Hamilton
Natural Environment
Committee
OVA
pat@bishopdams.f2s.com
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GIVE UP OR TAKE ON???
By the time you read this, Christians will be celebrating the period called Lent.
Celebrating may not be the right word as tradition has dictated that this is a
period for giving up something. We are lead to believe that by denying ourselves some luxury or comfort food that we will become holy or closer to God.
Our neighbours give up alcohol for lent unless they have visitors so we are
called upon to visit each day!!
For most of us, whilst abstinence may be helpful, we end up more irritable and
less holy as a result.
What then was the main purpose behind such a period as this?? Lent was
the time for preparation of those who were learning about the faith and who
would be baptized on Easter day. It was marked by a period of reflection and
penitence and study in contrast to the celebration of Easter.
Within the church calendar there are two periods of such reflection both coming before momentous occasions, one is Lent the other is Advent., both give
an opportunity to step out of the normal every day existence to think perhaps
more deeply about the reason behind Christmas and Easter.
For Christians these two great events show the rescue plan that God put in
place for all of us and how that plan was to be executed.
So may I encourage you not just to pay lip service to this season by just giving up something but to take action in a positive way, either to read ,learn or
inwardly digest
some aspect of Christian thinking, it may even mean coming to church !
If you want any help on your journey of discovery don’t hesitate to contact Rik
or myself.
Terry Anning 861 652

Rev Rik Peckham 891 243

One of our Mother’s Union members
and dear friend, Florrie Sage
died on 18 February
Aged 97.
Funeral to be arranged.
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Forthcoming Services at St Mary's
Sunday 4 March

11:00 am Family Service

Sunday 11 March

11:00 am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion

Sunday 18 March

4:00 pm Mothering Sunday Holy Communion

Sunday 25 March

11:00 am Family Service

Sunday 1 April

11:00 am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion

Other Services in the Mission Community
St Andrew’s
Broadhembury

St Nicholas’
Dunkeswell

St James the Greater
Sheldon

St Mary the Virgin
Upottery

Sunday
4 March

9:30 am BCP
Holy Communion

11:00 am
Morning Prayer

9:30 am BCP
Holy Communion

11:00 am CW
Holy Communion

Sunday
11 March

11:00 am CW
Holy Communion

9:30 am BCP
Holy Communion

9:30 am
Morning Prayer

11:00 am
All Age Worship

Sunday
18 March

9:30 am
All Age Worship

11:00 am
Family Service

9:30 am
Family Service

11:00 am
Morning Prayer
6:00 pm
Reflections

Sunday
25 March

9:30 am
Morning Prayer

3:00 pm CW
Holy Communion
with Honiton RAFA

9:30 am BCP
Holy Communion

11:00 am CW
Holy Communion

Sunday
1 April

9:30 am BCP
Holy Communion

11:00 am
Morning Prayer

9:30 am BCP
Holy Communion

11:00 am CW
Holy Communion

every
Wednesday

9:00 am
Morning Prayer
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Church cleaning and flower rota
3 March

Carole Thorne & Jean Hooper

10 March

Wendy Clapp & Pearl Pulman

17 March

Iris Selway & Mary Joyce

24 March

Christine Page-Turner & Olive Clapp

31 March

Shirley Crabb & Beryl Hardwick

7 April

Mary Mead & Mary Ann McCaig
Easter decorations - all

During Lent, would arrangers please use greenery only – no flowers

18th February 2012
To:
The Congregations of the Dunkeswell Mission Community
Dear friends
Elaine and I would like to thank everyone for their most generous gifts, cards and good wishes
given to us over the last few days and weeks. We are truly uplifted by your kind thoughts and
prayers.
The move has gone as well as could be expected! There are always little things that go slightly
awry but we were persistent and overcame all these little things and are now settled into our
new home. Do feel free to call upon us.
I am now looking forward to starting my new ministry amongst you all, but I know it will take
time. Please be patient with me.
May God bless you all in your own ministry amongst the churches of the Dunkeswell Mission
Community.
All our love and regards
Rik & Elaine
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A TOAD IN A HOLE
This year The Luppitt Players presented Lee Baddock and Chris Kirby’s
Wind in the Willows panto “Toad in a Hole”, an adventurous task for a
small village cast.
The leading part of Toad was played brilliantly by Sue Wilson.
Young Beth Hooper is to be congratulated on coping so well with the major part of Ratty - a lot of lines to learn here, and delivered throughout
with no prompts. Other major roles were played with aplomb by Peter
Wilson (Badger), and Ralph Rosewell (Mole), while Carol Sumner played
winsome Annie Frog.
Nick Nichols was the noxious Boss Weasel, attended by his gang
of swaggering, menacing myrmidons (Weasel Hooper, Jessica Mason,
Grace and Bea Bandyszewska).
Prosecuting Lawyer Jo Hamilton strutted pompously about Judge
Tony Clapp’s courtroom with professional arrogance, and Ronnie the Rat
Puppet (Steve Berry and Maggie Oliver) popped up romping when you
weren’t expecting it.
Smaller parts included Pearl Pullman (Mrs Rabbit), Catherine Clapp
(Cook), Matthew Hamilton (Otter), Jean Hooper (Guard), Stephen Smith
(Mr Rabbit).
The many, often unseen, supporting jobs essential for a production
were taken by Joan Beckett (prompt), Barbara Thorne (piano), John
Thorne (stage hand), Jean Gardener (horse and the huge task of getting
material and making costumes). Then there were lights, sounds and the
make-up team.
Congratulations on a splendid performance. Well done. What can
we look forward to next?
Packet Arts Correspondant

Pictures on next pages

25

2
0
1
2

26

Luppitt
Players
Pantomime
A TOAD IN
A HOLE
(with apologies to
Kenneth Graham)
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GARDEN JOTTINGS
by D.Street

WELL! HERE we are again at the beginning of March - no more dark
mornings - no more iced-up lanes - and dare I say it - no more snow perhaps not quite that yet. With the well-known peculiarities, or what about
the idiosyncracies? - that’s a nice long word to get your tongue round - of
the English weather … Now I’ve forgotten what I was on about. With the
oddities of the English climate, you can get heavy snow and freezing night
temperatures even into May, let alone March. It can be, but not so often,
hopefully.
Now for the gardener it’s trowels, pots and seed trays to the ready. All
those new seeds locked up in their new packets are shouting to be let out,
and planted in warm wet soil. That’s where they long to be. Warm sun over
them, and rain.
And then there’re the catalogues. Yes, the glossy catalogues. They
come pouring in through your letter box, they do mine anyway, in ever
increasing numbers, invited or not invited. And there’re the repeats too. If
you don’t order from the first one they send, a couple of weeks later you get a
repeat catalogue. It’s to remind you about what you haven’t actually forgotten
- they’ve got loads of seeds, bulbs, plants they are trying to sell you.
But what about the pretty, air-brushed pictures the catalogues are
packed with? Fall for those, and you’d give up gardening for all time. So
don’t be fooled by seductive pictures. Your crop is not likely to look like theirs
They’ll make sure of that. Theirs are drawn by Van Goghs, photographed by
Beatons. Yours are alive in the ground, attacked by earth’s full panoply of
pests and problems.
Nowadays apart from packets of seeds you can get all sorts of readystart or ready-sprouted plantlets in plastic modules too. I was looking
through a couple of catalogues the other day just to check what varieties of
these mini-plugs, as they are sometimes called, are available. There’s
certainly a wide choice. But you don’t get anything like the numbers, or the
choice compared with seeds.
I noticed Marshalls are doing ready-start vegetables - “Young
Vegetable Ready Plants”, including dwarf French beans, runner beans,
celery, broccoli, brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, peppers, courgettes,
cucumbers. The numbers of seedlings you get are limited, and of course they
are much more expensive. I've no doubt Otter Nurseries will be doing some
of their own too, although I haven't been there. Whatever the choice, happy
planting! Myself I am trying some fourteen foot high sunflowers this summer.
Let you know if they do turn out that size. Expect I’m chancing it, though.
Anyway anything near that size, and they’ll need staking up, trussing up more
likely. Then JCS'll be straight up to the top after birds, and that won’t help. At
least the hens might just get some seeds to eat from them.
Happy gardening.
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NEW MUSEUM HAS NO SOUL.
I recently went to visit the updated Exeter Museum. The Museum has
been closed for years so that the work could carried out, and has cost
umpteen millions! So I was rather expecting it was going to be
spectacular - surely?
I have known this Museum all my life. It was handy to pop into
while waiting for the bus home from school. (The Bus Station used to
be where Harlequins now stands). The Museum always had a lovely
feel, friendly, kind, and all knowing. Always a pleasure to visit.
They used to have hidden boxes. You picked up a key at the
front desk, found and opened the box and sorted out the contents books, games, jigsaws etc. My granddaughter Laura used to love
these.
And there of course stood Gerald the Giraffe - tall and aweinspiring - just inside the entrance to welcome you.
Well, I had a nasty shock. The place is now more like a
warehouse! White walls. A few pictures. Plenty of computers, but
where is the reality? Surely children have enough of computers at
home. We can all watch Nature on the Box. But you need to see the
size and scale of the animals themselves.
Yes they still have some of the old things, but how horrid they
look in that cold white warehouse. And they are exhibited so high in
the building. As for Gerald - he’s upstairs in a dark corner with an
elephant and a spinet! Just don’t ask! Perhaps he plays it at night.
They have ripped out the soul of Exeter Museum.
What a waste of our money.
Jacki Street
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Attention all Gardeners
Farmyard manure, Horse manure, Chicken manure,
Mushroom compost, Wood chip mulch,
TOPSOIL
Ornamental bark, recycled compost
All 1.50 per bag
Also available—loose truck load/ Trailer load.
Nick Stevens
01404891684
01884841694
07860459745

PHYSIOTHERAPY
Mrs Pippa Lovering MCSP
Blackborough
I treat all musculoskeletal problems.
Particularly backs and necks.
Injuries old and new.
Flexible appointment times
01884 266107
Chartered Physiotherapist,
Registered with the Health
Professions Council
Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists in
Private Practice
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ALISTER PYM & SHAUN PRETTEJOHN
DUNKESWELL

MEMBERS OF GOOD GARAGE SCHEME
MON-FRI 7AM-6PM
SAT 8AM-1PM
SUN 9AM-1PM
BANK HOLIDAY’S CLOSED
REPAIRS AND SERVICING TO ALL MODERN CARS AND VEHICLES
PETROL & DIESEL
INTERIM SERVICE £45 + PARTS & VAT
FULL SERVICE £75 + PARTS & VAT

LASER WHEEL ALIGNMENT NOW AVAILABLE
MOT TESTING
CURRENT PRICE £54.85 FREE RETEST IF RETURNED WITH 10 DAYS
ALSO PROVIDING
SELECTION OF PROVISIONS
CALOR GAS/LOGS/KINDLING
MOTORING ACCESSORIES
BARBEQUE ITEMS
SPARES
HARDWARE SECTION
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BIRTHDAY PARTIES @ Honiton Pottery Shop &
Milkshake Bar
– 30 High Street, Honiton – 01404 42106
**** Ceramic Painting Parties **** Potters wheel Parties
**** 50’s ‘themed’ Parties ****

****

Parties include burger and fries, milkshakes or ice cream
desserts.
Special rates for group bookings – youth groups, brownies,
hen parties, girls nights out etc
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Grandisson
FIRES, FIREPLACES,

STOVES
& DECORATIVE PLASTER
FREE ADVICE AND SURVEYS
EXPERT AND QUALIFIED FITTING BY OUR OWN FULLY SKILLED TRADESMEN
VISIT OUR LARGE SHOWROOMS
GRANDISSON, 27 FINNIMORE IND. EST, OTTERY ST MARY, EX11 1NR
TEL: 01404 812876
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Need to rejuvenate old metal objects?
We provide a variety of services ranging from powder coating to hot zinc
spray and shot blasting. We keep a range of about 100 colours in stock.
Most are exterior polyesters, which provide excellent durability and colour
retention on gates, railings and garden furniture.

Industrial Coating Supplies
Phone 01884 34506
Opening Hours - Monday - Thursday 8 am – 5 pm or Friday 7 am – 1 pm
email - coatingsupplies@aol.com www.industralcoatingsupplies.co.uk
Units 1 + 2 Simmons Place, Kingsmill Industrial Estate, Cullompton, EX15 1BH

From only £260 per week
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Honiton Branch

Hemyock Branch

62 New Street
29a Station Road
Honiton
Hemyock
EX14 1BZ
EX15 3SE
01404 42750
01823 681067
www.newstreetvets.co.uk
office@newstreetvets.co.uk

Consultation by appointment only – 24 hour Emergency
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Technical takedowns
Crown reductions/ crown lifting
Pruning and dead wooding
Tree planting
Hedge trimming / hedge laying
Garden maintenance
Emergency work / 24 hour callout
NPTC qualified
Woodchip Mulch for sale

For free quotations and professional advice
Please contact Paul Durman:
Tel: 01823 353302
Mob: 07815 146343
E-mail: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk

Courtmoor Farm
Upottery, Honiton, Devon, EX14 9QA

AA 4 Red Diamond en-suite accommodation in
peaceful location with stunning views.
4 Star self catering cottages also available
Fitness suite with Sauna.
Telephone 01404 861565
for full details and colour brochure
Www.courtmoor.farm.btinternet.co.uk
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Grass Cutting Service
Garden Hedge Trimming
Strimming, Fencing
Garden Rotovating
Hedgelaying
C.F.Tottle
Tel: 01404 891305
Mobile: 0789 0015550

GEOFF CLIST
MOTOR REPAIRS

For all makes of cars:
General repairs, MOT work,
Servicing and Bodywork,
Fully Insured

01404 891256
Bluehaze, Dunkeswell,Honiton. EX14 0RL
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MANOR ANTIQUES RESTORATIONS
SPECIALIST IN ANTIQUE FURNITURE
RESTORATION AND JOINERY
INCLUDING:
FRENCH POLISHING AND REPAIRS
CALL: IAN WEDERELL
MOBILE 07732 549414
OR 01404 891571
www.manorantiquesrestorations.co.uk
ELLISHAYES, COMBE RALEIGH, HONITON

Colin Layzell
Furniture Maker, Architectural & Purpose made
Joinery
Free standing & fitted furniture, Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies
Specialist Joinery for Listed & Period property.
Telephone: 01404 891815. <www.colinlayzell.co.uk>
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DELVE electrical
Approved engineers and contractors
Free Estimates
Domestic, Agricultural & Industrial Installations
& Maintenance
Economy 7 Heating, Spares & Repairs

For all your Electrical Needs, Large or Small
Unit 1, Devonshire Way, Heath Park, Honiton.
Tel: 01404 42958 Fax: 01404 46335
E-mail: info@delveelectrical.co.uk
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Flutterby Cakes
Beautifully Hand Crafted Wedding,
Birthday, & Celebration Cakes
designed especially for you!
Cakes for any occasion.
For more details contact Sandra
Flutterbycakesuk@aol.com
www.Flutterbycakes.com
01404 891031 mob 077099 3911
10 Millrise Luppitt
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Contemporary Casual Wear and Accessories
We are situated in the heart of Sidmouth in a beautiful location opposite
St Nicholas church. Mia offers all our customers a friendly shopping experience
in a relaxed atmosphere.
We offer a number of high quality ranges including Out of Xile, Noa Noa, Nougat,
Dranella and Pilgrim.

10% off all non sale items with this advertisement
7 Church Street
Sidmouth
Ex10 8L
01395 519050

PLAGUED BY MOLES?
30 years experience of mole control

Call Mr Mole Man
-

Impressive results

No harmful chemicals
Very reasonable fees

Eric Ryder
01404 892880

Member of The British Traditional Molecatchers Association.
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CUSTOM WOODWORKING,
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
TRADITIONAL AND CAD/CNC DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION.

YOUR DESIRES IN WOOD REALISED.
FROM BOOKSHELVES TO BOOKCASES. FROM WINDOWS TO
WARDROBES AND FROM TRINKET BOXES TO BESPOKE FURNITURE.
WHEN THE JOB REQUIRES JUST THAT LITTLE BIT OF EXTRA CARE
AND ATTENTION CALL:-

PETE WHITE
01404 892869

Upottery Pre-School is situated in the grounds of the recently refurbished Upottery
village school, which ensures a secure, safe environment for all the children.
The Pre-School has recently celebrated a successful OFSTED inspection and the
children attending our pre-school were shown to be making, 'good progress and
achieve standards above those typical for their age’.
The Pre-School runs Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9:15am till 12 noon, with the
option of a lunch club till 1pm, on Wednesdays and Fridays we are open all day till 3pm
and children are taken from 2 ½ years old.
We also run parent, baby and toddler sessions on a Monday (with music) from 2.15 –
4pm and on a Thursday from 2-4pm. All are welcome.
For more information about Upottery Pre-School please call Abi Few on 01404 861705
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Blackdown Hills Transition Group: Bees pollinate
one third of the food we eat…
Having just fixed my cough with a jar of Blackdown honey and stopped
my hands from winter splitting by rubbing beeswax lip salve into them
night and morning, it occurs to me that I’ve a lot to thank bees for. We
all have, as bees pollinate one third of the food we eat and are
estimated to contribute £200 million to the British economy each year.
Bees however, are under threat. In 2006 cases of what became known
as Colony Collapse Disorder [CCD] began to be reported. This is
where a whole hive of bees seems to just disappear without a trace,
abandoning their Queen and brood. I’ve just watched a film from our
small but growing library, ‘The Vanishing of the Bees’. It seeks to
understand the likely causes of CCD, and to call for a much greater
investment in research in order to create a better future for bees and
for us.
While we wait for government to chew over that one, there is much we
can do ourselves: Bee friendly plants are widely advertised now so
please include them in your planting scheme this spring. To find out
how to get started in beekeeping, or who to call if bees are swarming
the Devon Beekeepers Association, www.devonbeekeepers.org.co.uk
or the Somerset Beekeepers Association
www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk are a mine of useful information.
They also run courses, mentoring and support for those interested in
or starting out in beekeeping. For more information about the film
‘Vanishing of the Bees’ go to www.vanishingbees.co.uk and find out
more about Cooperative Foods ‘Plan Bee’.
We will soon be expanding our website to make the above film
available to borrow and many others, together with books on the
Transition movement, climate change, fish stocks, trees and peak
resources. Also coming soon a new section on gardening and growing
your own.
On the home front, I haven’t had time to see the architect about the
LED lights yet, but the solar thermal is now attached to the hot water
tank, and my goodness it makes a difference. I need to have a look
under my floorboards too as the ground floor is a suspended floor and
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has felt mighty chilly of late. I think there may be only carpet and
chipboard between me and the winter air. Still the heavy velvet
curtains from my Mum’s attic have stopped the draft from the glazed
doors, so there are some quick wins to be had. I just wish I was a
better seamstress and then I could make some lined curtains for the
rest of the windows…...practise makes perfect I guess.
Selina Mitford

Making It Local News - at makingitlocal@devon.gov.uk
tel 01823 680626

AVID MOVE
For All Of Your Removal
Needs
+Man and Van Service
+House Clearances
+Home and Office Moves
+Fully Insured

T: 01404 384004
E:sales@avidmove.co.uk
W:<www.avidmove.co.uk>
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March 2nd

Friday Market, Village Hall, 11am-1pm

March 3rd

Dance, Village Hall, 7.30, Details J Edwards,
telephone 42313

March 6th

Parish Council, Village Hall, 8pm

March 7th

Social Club, Village Hall, 8pm

March 8th

Luncheon Club, Village Hall, 12.30

March 9th

Friday Market, Village Hall, 11am-1pm

March 14th

Social Club, Village Hall, 8pm

March 15th

Luppitt Wives Group, Village Hall, 8pm

March 16th

Friday Market, Village Hall, 11am-1pm

March 17th

Private Party, Village Hall, 12noon-4pm

March 21st

Social Club, Village Hall, 8pm

March 23rd

Friday Market, Village Hall, 11am-1pm

March 28th

Social Club, Village Hall, 8pm

March 30th

Friday Market, Village Hall, 11am-1pm

March 31st

Wedding, Village Hall, all day.

April 2nd

Easter Bingo, Village Hall, Eyes down 7.30
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Copy for the April issue is invited by March 20th.
The Luppitt Packet is put together by
Lindsey Dalgety, Whites Plot, Luppitt, EX14 4RZ
01404 891560 : email <thepacket@puzzlemuseum.com>
ADVERTISING RATES

EDITORIAL BOARD
David Street
Joan Beckett
Lindsey Dalgety
Carol Sumner

For 10 issues (1 year)
1 Page: £60
1/2 page: £30
1/4 page: £20
Back Cover: £80 if available

The views of contributors are not
necessarily those of the Editorial Board.

1 only 1/2 page £10
1 only 1/4 page £6

The Editor’s decision is final.

contact Carol Sumner
phone: 01404-44819
Email <c.scott888@btinternet.com>

The Luppitt Packet is published ten times a
year, and is delivered to most households in
the Parish of Luppitt.

The Luppitt Packet accepts no liability for: 1) Any claims made by the
advertiser; 2) Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the
advertiser; 3) Any legal action as a result of the advertisement. 4) Any opinion
expressed in articles in the Luppitt Packet may be those of the author but not
necessarily those of the editorial team.
CONTENTS
Church Services . . . . . . ........................... 21
Luncheon Club........................................ 11
Mobile Library Times. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..16
Mother’s Union........................................ 12
Garden Jottings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Youth Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... 17
Parish Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Luppitt Wives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Luppitt Packet is printed by A Dimond & Co. Honiton

Hotel-Restaurant-Bar-Weddings-Conferences-Banqueting

Mothering Sunday Carvery
Sunday 18th April
Reservations now being taken
12.00 – 3.00pm
Book early to avoid disappointment

Lunchtime Winter Warmer
Monday to Saturday 12.00 – 2.oopm
£9.95 two courses/£12.95 three courses

A La Carte Menu
Served daily from 6.30 – 9.000pm

Sunday Carvery
12.00 – 3.00pm
Adults £8.45/£11.45/£14.45
Children £6.45/£9.45/£12.45

Bar and Restaurant
Open daily to non-residents
Pop in anytime for a coffee/tea and enjoy a relaxed atmosphere
In beautiful surroundings

Visit our website www.lakeviewmanor.co.uk for all available offers
Lakeview Manor, Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4SH
Tel: 01404 891358/891287 Fax: 01404 891109
Email: reception@lakeviewmanor.co.uk

