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ROADS - Area East Highway Management 

�

Little Moor House,  Falcon Road, Sowton Industrial Estate, Exeter, EX2 7PL 
Telephone   0845 155 1004 
Email - eastareahm@devon.gov.uk 
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Please take note of two postponed events  
The PANTOMIME is now on February 11th,12th and 13th.see page 21 
The RENEWABLE ENERGY MEETING is now on February 9th. See 
page  2 
 
Also please note that new rubbish/recycling schedules start on March 
24th.  Wheelie bins are being distributed now (Jan 23rd)and the other 
containers next week.  If you have not got them phone the number 
below.  Plastic bottles including milk will be recyclable, yoghurt/cream 
pots not.  If you have a long drive to take it up you may qualify for a 
“gull sack” to make it easier. Get in touch with East Devon District 
Council on 01395 571515. 
 
Many thanks to Julia Sparks for the  wonderfully warming cover 
illustration. 
 
Have a good month  -  Lindsey Dalgety 

Congratulations to- 
 

Mervyn and Jean are pleased to announce the arrival of 
granddaughter, Daisy Rebekah, in the midst of snow on December 
18th.  Born to Karen and Simon, weighing in at a chubby 9lbs 14oz, 
a sister for Sadie and Lily. 
 

And to 
 

Sally and Lee Whitrow, congratulations on the birth of a son. 
 
We send our condolences and best wishes at this sad time  to- 
 

The Crabb Family on the death of Jim Crabb. 
 

The Hardwick Family on the death of Alex Hardwick. 
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Meeting to ask questions on Renewable Energy in 
the Blackdown Hills  

 
AGENDA 

 
Tuesday 9 th February 2010 - 6pm at Luppitt Village Hall 

 
Chairman : David Key (Otterhead Ward Councillor - East Devon District 
Council) 

 
To answer your questions tonight the following organisations have been kind 
enough to send representatives.  We will start with an overview of their roles 
and their organisations’ policy on renewables: 
 
DEVON ASSOCIATION FOR RENWABLE ENERGY (DARE):  
Paul Baker - Director Paul is also a member of the steering group of 
Devon Sustainable Energy Network, a board member of Devon 
Renaissance, and a member of the management board of RE4D 
(Renewable Energy 4 Devon) and an active member of his local North 
Tawton Environmental Trust. 
 
NATURAL ENGLAND: 
Amanda Newsome  - Conservation Officer for East Devon District 
and Exeter , looking after a suite of protected sites many within the 
AONB.  Natural England are consulted by EDDC and their views 
considered when determining planning applications relevant to their 
remit. 
 
REGEN SOUTH WEST   
Were invited but could not attend – do look at their very informative 
website. www.regensw.co.uk  
 
BLACKDOWN HILLS AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL 
BEAUTY (BHAONB): 
Lisa Turner - Planning Officer The BHAONB are consulted by EDDC 
and their views considered when determining planning applications in 
the AONB.  
 
EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL  
Andy Carmichael - EDDC Planning Department  EDDC is your local 
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planning authority and will determine any planning applications they 
receive for renewable energy installations based on local & 
government policy and the input of the public and statutory 
consultees. 
 
ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF BIRDS  
(RSPB) - Gavin Broomfield – Senior Conservation Officer south 
west region.  The RSPB is Europe’s largest conservation charity. 
 
 

Followed by a BREAK FOR TEA and then QUESTIONS 
FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

 
 
 
If you would like to make comment on any specific planning 
applications, or generally on local planning policy (any updates you 
feel are necessary to the current Local Plan Policy or how you feel this 
subject should be covered in the emerging Local Development 
Framework) please write to; 
 
EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL 
KNOWLE 
SIDMOUTH, EX10 8HL 
Or email: planningeast@eastdevon.gov.uk 
 
 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS AN EMOTIVE SUBJECT AND THAT 
WE ALL CARE PASSIONATELY ABOUT PROTECTING OUR NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT. 
 

THIS MEETING IS YOUR CHANCE TO GAIN MORE KNOWLEDGE ON 
HOW THE BLACKDOWN HILLS CAN MOST SUITABLY BENEFIT FROM 
RENEWABLE ENERGY IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE FUTURE OF 
YOUR ENVIRONMENT & WILDLIFE. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME – A DETAILED QUESTIONNAIRE WILL 
BE CIRCULATED TO LUPPITT PARISHIONERS ON RENEWABLE 
ENERGY IN YOUR PARISH SHORTLY.  THIS WILL EXPAND ON THE 
QUESTIONS ASKED LAST YEAR IN THE PARISH PLAN 
QUESTIONNAIRE. 



4 

Minutes  for a meeting of Luppitt Parish Council  to be held in the Village 
Hall at 8pm on Tuesday 1 st December 2009. 

 
Present: Cllrs Gavin Brake (Chairman), Lindsey Dalgety (Vice Chairman),  
Julia Sparks, Bernard Clapp, Brian Pulman, Paul Prettejohn, PCSO Anning  
30012 and 30 members of the public. 
Apologies: Cllrs Andrew Tucker, Derek Hooper, County Councillor Paul  
Diviani, District Councillor David Key, PC Vickery 4783 
 
All councillors were politely reminded of their obligation to declare interests  
under the Code of Conduct.  Cllr Brake then explained to the large number of  
public attending that this was a Parish Council Meeting, which is a regular 
 meeting of the parish council required by law and that we are required to  
follow a set procedure for all meetings. Cllr Brake made this clear as it was  
understood that flyers have been distributed around the village saying that  
this was a ‘public meeting’, however a parish council meeting is required by  
law, and whilst being open to the public, it is not a public meeting.  
 
Members of the public and the press were reminded that they may attend  
parish council meetings, but may not speak until invited to do so.  
 
In making decisions the Parish Council recognise th eir statutory duties  
provided for in Section 11A(2) of the National Park s and Access to the 
 Countryside Act 1949 (National Parks) and Section 85 of the  
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (AONBs) that  in exercising or 
 performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land, they  
shall have regard to their purposes (ie conserve an d enhance their  
natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and to promote  
opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment o f their special  
qualities by the public).   
 
Minutes  of the previous meeting held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 3rd  
November 2009 were signed as a correct record of that meeting. AGREED 
Receive apologies for absence AS ABOVE 
PLANNING http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/PublicAccess/tdc/DcApplication/

application_searchform.aspx for full details 
Decisions  (for information) 
09/1618/FUL & 09/1620/LBC Coombeshead Farm – permission granted for  
retention of single storey extension 
Applications  (For comment, support or objection) 
09/2211/FUL Otter View Farm – erection of covered yard Comments: No  
comments 
09/2334/FUL Smithenhayes Bungalow – retention of agricultural building used 
 as cattle shed. Comments: No comments. 
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09/2324/FUL Overday Farm – construction of two 11kw wind turbines on 18m  
towers. Cllr Brake declared an interest as this was his application he gave a 
 short statement about the application. 
Cllr Brake then left the room while the parish council allowed public to  
comment and ask questions on the application/consultation process.  
The meeting was closed while a number of questions and comments were put 
 from the floor it was suggested that an open public meeting was held, and  
that the clerk could request an extension on the time allowed for both the 
 public and parish council comments to the 6th January 2010. A lady  
suggested that the applicant could be asked to submit an environmental  
survey particularly in reference to migrating birds, another lady expressed  
concern over barn owls, and a gentleman over bats. Concerns ranged from  
the general safety of turbines to wildlife, there were also several comments  
from different parishioners about the importance of renewables as a whole to  
the parish and the need to consider exactly what would be acceptable to  
parishioners in line with government guidelines. There was great concern  
over the short response time required by the District Council together with the  
problem of The Packet not being distributed again until February and how a  
fair consultation of parishioners could be carried out. 
The meeting resumed and the parish council discussed the best method of  
consultation.  It was agreed that as this application was not received in time  
for this meetings agenda, it will come before the next parish council meeting  
for comments on the 6th January 2010 (this extension was agreed by EDDC  
verbally that afternoon, and should be confirmed in writing).  In line with this it  
was decided to request a formal extension for public comment also to the 6th  
January 2010. It was decided to convene a public meeting to allow a full and  
open debate, possibly with a District Council Planning Officer and renewables  
specialist and also a suitable wildlife authority, this would also allow the  
parishioners to ask questions and make comments based on fact not  
speculation. On his return to the room Mr Brake indicated that he would be  
willing to withdraw and resubmit his planning application if the parish council  
requested him to do so, in order to allow more time for a public meeting. The  
parish council requested this action, and Mr Brake agreed to undertake this  
course of action the following day. 
It was agreed that as soon as the hall could be booked (as it was a  
particularly busy period), a public meeting would be scheduled and a flyer  
sent out to all households, informing them of the meeting and the current  
application. It was agreed that after the meeting a second flyer would be  
circulated asking each household to respond to supplementary parish plan  
questions on renewables due to the likelihood of seeing more  
applications in the parish in the future. Clerk and Councillors to take these  
actions forward. 
EDDC – reminder copy of ‘the role of councillors in planning propriety and  
good practice’ including material and non-material planning grounds. 
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HIGHWAYS AND TRAFFIC 
Parish Highways programme – nothing to report 
Items to report - Higher Wick Farm to Palmerhayes, there are potholes, also  
road condition is deteriorating Shaugh Barton to Otter View. Clerk to request  
that ditches are not filled in Hillend to Hartridge and Sharcombe Hill have both 
been filled with tarmac preventing surface drainage. 
FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS no report this time 
ENVIRONMENT 
Copy of the Blackdown Hills Management Plan received (for information) 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES     
Community policing report  – two crimes reported, both assault at the same  
address by juvenile on care worker.  PCSO Anning reminded the meeting  
about the Stop a Thief scheme and Lets Talk both of which he will bring  
application forms for to the public meeting for the wider public. 
Parish plan – To be updated with more in depth response to the current  
issue of renewable energy. 
Quality Status – to be discussed at the next meeting 
FINANCE      
Receipts –   none  
Cheque payments -   
T Bell Clerk remuneration for September – November 2009 £601.45 
T Bell Clerk expenses for September – November 2009  £32.54 
     (Cheques agreed). 
Account balances - at 1/11/09 P3 balance £1044.30 
             Parish Account £7695.75 (includes   
      P3balance as above) 
Additional signatories form for new co-op account for completion. 
Website – Luppitt.net are kindly uploading minutes and the parish plan as well 
 as the Luppitt Packet now, it was proposed that a donation be offered 
 towards this valuable service to parishioners. Although the parish Council  
agreed, Mr Sage had been asked and did not want any money towards the  
site, he was pleased to provide the service. The parish council expressed  
their gratitude for this generosity. 
Power of Wellbeing training – Thursday 12th November 2009 at 6.30pm was 
 attended by 18 parish councillors from the Blackdown Hills the training will  
therefore cost approximately £8.50 +VAT per head which payable by each of  
the parish councils and invoiced by the clerk as soon as the DAPC invoice is  
received. Four Councillors from Luppitt attended, in order to use the POW  
80% of the council must be trained, so the clerk will inform councillors of the  
next event which is reasonably local.  
CHAIRMANS DISCRETION 
War memorial – it was suggested that there could be a name missing from the 
 memorial, Cllr Pulman to look into the matter and report back. For further  
discussion at the next meeting. 
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Dolish Farm application – it was confirmed that this will definitely not incur a  
Section 106 agreement and funding requirement, due to being an  
agriculturally tied building there will not therefore be the hoped contribution to  
play facilities and other funding will need to be sought. 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (The meeting to be closed before 
questions from the public). 
 
Dates for next meetings –         
8pm Tuesday 5th January 2010    Luppitt Village Hall 

 
Abridged Minutes  for a meeting of Luppitt Parish Council  held in the Village Hall at 

Tuesday 5 th January 2010 at 8pm. 
No members of the public chose to attend 

PLANNING http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/PublicAccess/tdc/DcApplication/
application_searchform.aspx  for full details 

-Decisions  (for information) 
09/2070/FUL Shelf Farm – permission granted for slurry store 
09/1867/FUL & 09/1868/LBC  Combe Hill – permission granted for conversion of stable 
block and car port to staff accommodation, including alterations and extension (revision 
to planning permission 09/0154/FUL) 
09/2211/FUL Otter View Farm – Permission granted for covered yard building 
-Applications  (For comment, support or objection) 
09/2399/FUL Primrose Farm, Upottery – Excavation of amenity and coarse fishing 
 lake and laying of access track. COMMENTS: The Parish Council believe that this 
 property has an agricultural tie, the only concern being that this lake should provide 
 additional agricultural income and not lessen the property’s capacity to provide an 
 agricultural income by reducing the acreage of useable agricultural land. 
-Non Material Amendments (for information) 
08/0839/FUL Otter Falls – the following have been agreed as non-material amend-
ments; solid log walls to timber stud wall construction. Installation of flues. Overhang on 
roof. Balustrade design. ACKNOWLEDGED. 
Applications withdrawn  (for information) 
09/2324/FUL Overday Farm – construction of two 11kw wind turbines on 18m towers. 
Kindly withdrawn by the applicant to allow time for a public meeting and consultation. 
The clerk advised that it will not be practically possible for the parish council to take a 
vote on this application if/when it is resubmitted, as most of the parish councillors would 
have to abstain under the Code of Conduct leaving insufficient for a quorum.  
This would mean parishioners would have to make their own representations direct to 
the district council. ACKNOWLEDGED & AGREED. 
-Town and Country Planning Act (General Permitted Development) Order 1995  
(comments on design, siting and external appearance are invited from the P.Council) 
09/2467/AGR Whitehall Farm – agricultural building Comments: none to return 
-Appeals  (for comment to Planning Inspectorate by 7th January 2010) 
09/0518/COU Land West of Mohuns Ottery – change of use of former hunting lodge 
from storage to holiday let. 
Structural review of local government in Devon : The Boundary Committee pub-
lished its advice on 7 December and has proposed a single unitary authority for the  
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current Devon county area. Representations can be made to the Secretary of State by 
19 January 2010. Further details at  
Devon structural review - Electoral Commission 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/boundary-reviews/all-reviews/south-west/devon/
devon-structural-review 
HIGHWAYS AND TRAFFIC 
Parish Highways programme  – It was proposed by Cllr Brake that Luppitt look at the 
possibility of owning a gritter.  There are questions of legality and insurance which 
have been put to DCC for a response which may dictate the answer.  The parish 
council were asked to consider if they would like to do this for a decision at next 
meeting. The total cost might be under £3000 including materials.  It would need 
storing, and would maybe only be used a few weeks every year, but it would last for 
many years and give the parish the independence of gritting crucially before a frost 
and not after when it really isn’t effective (that is if our small lanes are even on gritting 
programmes). It would also be possible with a small towable machine to access lanes 
that the DCC gritter couldn’t get to. The optional extra or choice is buying small bags of 
salt in the summer and keeping them centrally. For next agenda.  
Cllr Diviani agreed to take up the issue with DCC as to why Luppitt has empty salt 
bins, despite it being requested months ago, and also to look into the possibility of 
devolved road gritting powers due to the frustration of DCC not giving a satisfactory 
service in Luppitt. 
Highways issues to report : 14” across and approx 3” deep pothole by telephone 
exchange on Church Hill, Luppitt common road there is a large pothole at Bywood 
Farm on the carriageway heading towards Taunton. 
There is a jagged steel spike off the bottom of a stab marker on the corner of the road,  
between Barnfield and Millrise which needs removing.  It is felt that these are 
unsuitable on this corner as it is not possible to negotiate the corner with a tractor and 
trailer without running over them. 
Parish maintenance plan  work schedule  – agreed to make the following safety 
improvements to land off the highway at Little Shelvin (at a cost of £350 plus VAT).  
Agreed to receive prices for work to layby opposite the Church, ditch on Barn to Wick 
on the left hand side, Greenlands Bridge, Gully Lane drainage pipes to be continued to 
take water away and cricket pitch piping all for decision at the next meeting. 
FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS  
Letter received regarding P3 work on Footpath 14 Hi llend.  The contents of the 
letter was noted.  It was agreed that if it is necessary to enter anyone’s land for 
maintenance of a public footpath using a vehicle, the parish council will endeavour to 
contact the land owner before the event.  However, DCC have confirmed that it is legal 
for our contractor to use a mechanised vehicle on a public footpath for maintenance 
and upkeep. DCCs also confirmed that once gates are fitted on footpaths that they 
then become the landowners property and are for them to maintain.  Agreed DCC will 
be replying to the letter in full. 
Footpath 17  is now diverted and signs are in place.  Cllrs Brake and Sparks are 
meeting shortly with DCC to discuss Commons Trustees proposals for footpaths on 
the Commons. 
ENVIRONMENT 
PARISH PLAN RENEWABLES MEETING  – Village Hall, 8pm Friday 8th January 2010  
with experts on hand to answer questions. This meeting will be followed up by a  
questionnaire sent to every household with the Luppitt Packet in March. Agreed to wait 



9 

 till Thursday to decide if the meeting needs to be reorganised due to adverse weather. 
 Also decided to advertise the meeting to all AONB parish councils at the request of 
 EDDC.  
THIS WAS LATER RESCHEDULED FOR 6PM TUESDAY 9 th FEBRUARY 2010 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES     
Community policing report  – Four crimes this month – all at one location, on the 
 Same date, involving same people but a variety of assault related crimes. 
Parish plan – update on renewable energy section to be conducted following the 
scheduled information event. 
Blackdown Health Living Centre –  letter advising of the opening of the centre in 
early 2010.  The centre will provide a day centre for the elderly, youth, activities, 
education courses, a forget-me-not dementia café, fitness studio, primary care 
intervention, complementary therapies, health promotion, a meeting place for patient 
groups, parenting skills training and much more.  The centre has the support of DCC, 
Devon Primary Care Trust, local GPs, Social Services etc.  The BHLC are offering to 
come to your parish and speak about the work they will be doing (approximately 10 
minutes).   
Emergency Plan -  Clerk has questioned Community First Insurance, who in turn have 
checked with Zurich (our insurers) who advised ‘that volunteers, who would assist in 
an emergency, would be covered under the standard public liability of your insurance if 
they were to have an accident whilst assisting’.  Clerk has requested the exact wording 
and copy of schedule. 
FINANCE      
Budget and Parish Precept 2010-11- budget forecast below precept agreed at £8000 
to maintain the level of parish maintenance that has been carried out in the past year. 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (The meeting to be closed before questions from 
the public). none 
Dates for next meetings –         
8pm Tuesday 2nd February 2010    Luppitt Village Hall  

 

GARDEN FOR HIRE!   -   £5   per week 
 

Your chance to be Hugh Fernley-Whittinstall. Grow your own 
vegetables etc. Bench & view available. 

 Organic Friendly Atmosphere 
 

Ring 01404 890037 evenings. 
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Blackdown Hills Transition.... 

 
(Transition n. passage from one place, state, stage or style to another) 
I have only recently been made aware of 'The Transition Movement', 
and so my passage from one place to another begins with knowing 
nothing to knowing something. So I thought I'd write as I go and 
perhaps we can learn together. The transition movement began in 
response to the fact that change is inevitable, it's how we cope with it 
that counts; it's being part of the process.....not letting change alter the 
course of our lives, but simply altering the course of our lives; 
conditions may be tough, but we can steer a course ourselves rather 
than being cast adrift.  

Specifically: We will run out of oil; we may run short of water, food and 
power; as communities, how can we create a future for ourselves? 
What can we do now to become resilient, to begin to fend for 
ourselves? What resources and knowledge do we all have and can 
share? 

I started off by filling in a carbon calculator from 
www.fairsharesfairchoice.com. They estimate that if each of us 
produced 3.9 tonnes of carbon a year....we'd be alright, a bit like a 
budget or a diet. I produced nearly twice that in 2009; 6.5 tonnes, oh 
how I love my van [and cake and having a never ending supply of cash 
in my pocket]! This year promises to be even worse as I'm flying to the 
US to see the American half of my family, oh dear, oh dear. Still, the 
really useful thing about this carbon calculator is that it makes it easy 
to see where you could make relatively small changes to the way you 
live but big differences to your carbon footprint. For example, having 
that fabulous Sunday roast, but making the leftovers last half the week 
and having half the week meat free makes a surprising difference; 
recycling; carsharing; buying less stuff. 
 
There will be BHT awareness raising events coming soon, and I'll post 
them here. The best thing about change is it is alive with possibilities... 
 
Selina Mitford (Blackdown Hills Transition Group) 
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      THE PAPER SHOP 
     10 NEW STREET 

    HONITON 
    EX14 1EY               

        TEL 01404 41222              FAX 01404 41222 
 

WE DELIVER 7 DAYS A WEEK TO THE FOLLOWING 
VILLAGES AND  SURROUNDING AREA'S. 

 

Farway, Northleigh, Gittisham, Awliscombe, Combe Raleigh, Monkton, 
Offwell, Upottery, Rawridge, Cotleigh, Wilmington, Shute, Ham, 

Dalwood, Whitford, Millhayes, Shorebottom, Stockland, Yarcombe, 
 

We have had a number of requests to look into delivering to the following 
areas, so if you live in any of these and would like delivery, contact us at the 

number at the top of the ad. 
 

Weston, Buckerall, Southlea, Dunkeswell, 
Kilmington, Luppitt, and Widworthy. 

 
          

WE ARE THE ONLY NEWSAGENT TO SEND YOUR ACCOUNT BY 
E-MAIL. SEND US YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS IF YOU WOULD LIKE US 

TO SEND YOUR INVOICE THIS WAY. 
OUR E-MAIL ADDRESS IS:-    <papershophoniton@aol.com> 

 

ALSO WE ARE EXPANDING OUR RANGE FOR CAKE DECORATORS. 
WE HAVE A LARGE RANGE OF CAKE BOARDS, BOXES, DECORATIONS, 
REGAL ICING, RENSHAW MARZIPAN, LARGE SELECTION OF NOVELTY 

CAKE CANDLES ETC. WE ARE ALSO NOW HIRING OUT CAKE TINS, 
SQUARE, ROUND & NOVELTY.WE ARE OPEN TO IDEAS FROM YOU. IF 

WE HAVENT GOT IT WE MAY BE ABLE TO GET IT FOR YOU. 
WE ALSO HAVE PARTY WEAR, INCLUDING TABLE CLOTHS, NAPKINS, 

BANQUET ROLLS ALL IN A LARGE VARIETY OF COLOURS. 
DISPOSABLE PLATES, CUPS, BEAKERS, GOBLETS. 

KITCHEN WEAR: FREEZER BAGS, JAMPOT COVERS, FOIL TRAYS FOR 
BAKING YOUR PIES, FOIL SERVING TRAYS, SANDWICH FLAGS, 
BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY BANNERS, TABLE AND ROOM DECS. 

 

WE ARE OPEN 5.15am - 5.30pm MON-SAT  
& 7.00am -1.00pm SUN 

 

 PLEASE FEEL FREE TO COME AND BROWSE. 
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LUPPITT WIVES GROUP 
 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 18th February at 
Mrs Pearl Pulman’s Oakdell at 8pm. 
The speaker  Mr Richard Stenning. from the 
CHIROPRACTIC Health Centres. 

Need to rejuvenate old metal objects? 
 

We provide a variety of services ranging from powder coating to hot zinc 
spray and shot blasting.  We keep a range of about 100 colours in stock.  
Most are exterior polyesters, which provide excellent durability and colour 
retention on gates, railings and garden furniture. 
�
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������������������������  8 am – 5 pm or Friday 7 am – 1 pm  

���	���� coatingsupplies@aol.com    www.industralcoatingsupplies.co.uk 
Units 1 + 2 Simmons Place, Kingsmill Industrial Estate, Cullompton, EX15 1BH 

  
 DANCE  -  FRANK MCCAFFREY  

 

AT LUPPITT VILLAGE HALL, FRIDAY MARCH  26 TH, 2010 

Start 8.30, Limited number of Tickets  £8.50 

BAR and LIGHT REFRESHMENTS 

Proceeds to Children’s Hospice SW and Marie Curie Cancer Care  

Phone Jean Carter for details  01404 891319 
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PHEASANT and ROSTI  
 
1 pheasant   2 slices of bacon 
2 tablespoons lard or bacon fat 
1 small onion, chopped 2-3 potatoes, coarsely chopped 
Freshly ground pepper 2-3 juniper berries 
 
Skin pheasant, cut into serving pieces and wrap in bacon, 
securing with toothpicks.  Brown pheasant in lard or bacon fat.  
Remove the pieces from the pan and sauté onion in remaining 
fat.  When onion is slightly brown add potatoes as well as lots of 
pepper and the juniper berries.  Place the mixture in a shallow 
casserole and put the pheasant pieces on top.  Place in a 
moderate oven(180C 350F) for 30 minutes. 
 
From an old Game Conservancy book.   Amian Fry 

Honiton Mobile Library 
     arrive  depart 

February 10th Village Hall   11:05  11:25 
February 24th    Village Hall    11:05  11:25 
March 10th  Village Hall    11:05  11:25 
 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  
 

Friday March 5th 2010. 
 

10.30 at St Mary’s Church, Luppitt 
 

Speaker   -   Mrs Chloe Brice 
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CHIROPODY IN YOUR HOME 

Debbie Broome BSc (Hons)  MChS. HPC Registered.  

 

Debbie has extensive experience in the NHS 

 including several years at Kings College Hospital 

 in the Diabetic Foot Clinic and is now available for  

home visits.   

If you have any problems with your feet,  

even if it’s just hard to reach them to cut your toenails,  

give Debbie a call on 01404 831036. 
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The Tradesman  

. Carpentry 
. Kitchen Fitting 

. Tiling (Floor & Wall) 
. Oak Floor Specialist 

. Roofing    
. Renovations  

Friendly service, 25 years experience 
Fully insured 

Tel: 01404 891767 or 07768 527052 
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We are starting the New Year as a new group and will be known now as the Luppitt 
With Upottery Mother’s Union.  We have planned an interesting programme for the 
coming year and began in January (December’s meeting unfortunately was cancelled 
due to the weather) with a fellowship lunch, which we all thoroughly enjoyed at 
Barleymows. 
 
Remember prayers at Jean’s 2 February. 
 

News from overseas 
 

Zimbabwe 
In the last 18 months the Diocese of Harare had experienced a time of persecution on 
the one hand and spiritual growth on the other.  As we were locked out from our 
church buildings by riot police and had to hold our services under trees, at public 
swimming-pools, in people’s gardens or school halls, we saw our members stand up 
for their faith without fear and, contrary to expectations, our membership grew rather 
than diminished.  Mothers’’ Union has been at the forefront of this persecution, and 
at one point seven of our members were held in police cells for several days.  When 
they were released on bail they were not allowed to attend services at their church.  
The charge against them was eventually withdrawn and we had a wonderful 
celebration of thanksgiving with the women and at least 100 MU members.  We 
praised God for their deliverance from intimidation and harassment. 
 
Three thousand women gathered for our 2008 Lady’s Day celebrations, which were 
interrupted by police who chased us from the church grounds.  This year’s 
celebrations saw 9,000 women gather at a sports centre in Harare, a clear indication 
that the persecution of Anglicans has not scared away people from our church 
gatherings.  The opposite is the case-our numbers continue to grow. 
 
Meanwhile MU is back on its feet again with an office, a full-time worker and 
leadership that has taken full ownership of the organisation.  Meanwhile our new 
diocesan counselling unit offers those who have been particularly traumatized some 
form of healing, healing that we all need in order to continue our mission as 
witnesses to the Good News. 
 
Taken from Families Worldwide. 
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HENSE MOOR SSSI – UPDATE ON RECENT WORKS 

Many of you will have noticed significant works being undertaken on Hense Moor 
Common over the past two months.  

We thought it would be helpful to provide you with a brief explanation of what is hap-
pening - hence this short article in the Packet. 

As you may be aware Hense Moor Common is a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI).  The fact that it is an SSSI means that the Commoners have an obligation to 
manage it to quite demanding standards set by Natural England.  To help with the con-
siderable costs of this management the Luppitt Commons Trustees signed a 10 
year Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) agreement in January 2008 covering Hense 
Moor Common.  The moneys provided by the HLS agreement will help us manage the 
rich mosaic of habitat which ranges from native woodland, open heath, species rich 
grassland to wet heath and mire.  Over the years many areas have been invaded by 
bracken and scrub which now needs to be pushed back and then maintained which is 
very labour intensive and therefore costly. 
 
This winter a plan has been agreed with Natural England to remove scrub and non-
native woodland from approximately 6 hectares of Hense Moor. This is a very large 
and difficult task to undertake, and two different contractors are engaged to do the 
work. Due to the nature of the terrain, and the SSSI status of the site, it is not possible 
to use tractors and other large machines to do this work – the vast majority needs to be 
done by hand (and chainsaw), working in very boggy conditions & at the mercy of the 
recent extreme weather conditions we have experienced in Luppitt. 
 
Natural England has very strict requirements on how the work is undertaken – for ex-
ample the cut trees can only be burned on metal sheets (you may have seen the smoke 
from the fires spiralling upwards on still days).  The ash must be carried out (by hand) 
and may not be left on site. The stumps are being treated with glyphosate to prevent re
-growth. These works are likely to go on for quite a while yet – 6 hectares is a very 
large area to clear under such challenging conditions.  

As mentioned before this work is part of the overall HLS agreement to return Hense 
Moor back to a species-rich grassland, removing non-native plants and trees, and en-
couraging open cattle grazing and the associated plant species which gave it its SSSI 
status in the first place. 

Gavin Brake, Trustee & Hon. Secretary, Luppitt Commons Trustees Committee 
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The Luppitt Players wishfully present 
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Please take a minute to do it NOW! 	

Over 60’s Luncheon Club                     

              Raffle              £3-75p           Jean Hooper  892969. 

THURSDAY FEBUARY 2010 
 

BOILING HAM 
PARSLEY SAUCE 

POTATOES 
SEASONAL VEGETABLE 

 
PLUM & APPLE CRUMBLE 

WITH CUSTARD 
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With Christmas, New Year and the snow out of the way, it is nice to get 
back to some normality. 
 
Our New Year pantomime trip to Torquay Princess Theatre to see 
“Cinderella” was again a great success, enjoyed by young and old 
alike,  and thanks must go to Mandy for organising this trip. 
 
Our Youth Club Committee and parental help has dwindled drastically 
over the last two years and we would welcome anyone who could lend 
us a helping hand – do you have/or know of anyone who could 
entertain the children for an hour; perhaps demonstrate a potentially 
interesting hobby/past time or have a special talent you could teach to 
the children.  We are always looking for inspirational ideas for things 
we can do with the children on club evenings.   Perhaps you know of 
someone who used to work with children who would like to continue 
this in a small voluntary way or someone training to work with children 
and who would like some “work experience”.  Any help would be 
gratefully received by the village children and indeed our now very 
small committee & group of helpers. 
 
Rota & Plans for February  
 
Friday 5 th February  – “Quiz Night” for Youth Club Members 
Names in advance please.  Chocolate & cash prize for winning team.   
Please note start time of 6.30 pm  
 
Friday 12 th February  – No Youth Club due to Pantomine 
 
Friday 19 th February  – ‘Normal Session’ – Village Hall 6-8 pm 
Rota:  Julia. Mark & Jackie 
 
Friday 26 th February  – ‘Normal Session’ – Village Hall 6-8 pm 
Rota:  Mandy, Julia & Dell 
Judging of the YC  photographic competition will take place during this 
session. 
Julia Crabb (Chairman) 
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Church cleaning and flower rota 

6 February 2010 Celia Riley & Jackie Street 

13 February 2010 Shirley Crabb & Beryl Hardwick 

20 February 2010 Carole Thorne & Mary Ann McCaig  

27 February 2010 Chris & Jan Charlton  

6 March  2010 Jean Gardiner & Joy Tofts 

 
If you would like to help with church cleaning or flower arranging, please contact Olive 
Clapp (891386) 
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The Big Freeze -Salt, Grit and Taking Action Ourselves 
 

We have all been frustrated by the road conditions during the recent winter 
freeze. On a personal basis, I have never before made so many complaints to 
Devon County Council/South West Highways in so short a space of time, 
both on behalf of the Parish and acting as a private individual. 
 
The situation has been unacceptable. This is not just my own view, but the 
view of the Parish Council.  
 
Why do we have such problems? Devon County Council is responsible for 
8000 miles of roads. Their policy, explained on their own website, is to salt/
grit 1700 miles of the total, a mere 21% of the total.  These are the main roads 
– not the country lanes in Luppitt, and not even the school bus routes. Our 
roads in Luppitt are officially classified as "secondary" which means that, 
even if the gritting lorries reach us, it is only once the freeze has set in. This 
means that the salt/grit is much less effective than it could be. Salting/gritting 
should take place BEFORE the freezing conditions occur – this is when it can 
have a positive and longer lasting effect on  
road conditions. 
 
In addition, this year the expected delivery of bagged salt and refills for our 
grit bins (to allow us to self-help) did not occur in time for the freeze. Very 
frustrating indeed since many of us are very willing indeed to go and shovel 
some grit ourselves, but if the bins are empty there is not much we can do. In 
addition, we requested these “refills” in late 2009. This has resulted in many 
problems for our community – for those trying to commute to work, for the 
elderly, for the school buses, for businesses and for the farmers trying to get 
feed deliveries and milk & animals taken out. 
 
I am writing this short article to let you know that your Parish Council has had 
enough. We are taking matters into our own hands to try and avoid a repeat of 
this situation in the future. These are some of the actions we are taking,  
 
We have brought to attention of our County Councillor the recent dire 

problems in Luppitt, and asked (in the strongest possible terms) that steps 
are taken at the County level to avoid a repeat of this situation. 

We are planning to buy our own stock of road salt/grit, to be stored in the dry 
and out of daylight. We plan to use the precept to pay for this. For 
example, 25kg bags of salt are not that expensive (the highest grade 
possible is around £5 per 25kg bag, and it is only necessary to spread a 
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teaspoon of salt per square metre). We will try and source the product 
cheaper, but in general our intention is to order a sufficient stock in the 
autumn ready for Winter 2010/11. This decision was taken at the January 
2010 Parish Council meeting. In the event of a freeze, and no salt being 
delivered by DCC, we would have our own “reserves” to fall back on. 
There are enough of us out there with tractors and 4wds who can deliver 
the bags around the village. So long as we store it correctly, if it is not 
used in mild winter, we keep it for the next cold winter. 

We are also starting to investigate the purchase of our own salt spreader 
(either a purpose built machine or a converted agricultural spreader). 
There are small spreaders available, which can be used behind a tractor or 
4wd vehicle. This might even be an asset owned by the Parish Council or 
some other "organisation" in the Parish. On a preliminary basis, we have 
costed-up a suitable new machine (several thousand pounds), but there are 
obstacles to us taking immediate action, including liability insurance and 
other complications with Devon County Council. As a project this may 
not prove possible, but please be assured that if we can do something 
along these lines, then we will give this idea thorough consideration.  

 
None of us want a repeat of the recent problems we have all experienced this 
winter.  The only way to prevent this is to take action ourselves as a 
community. With this approach in mind, I am intending to set up a Winter 
Action Group (WAG) for the Parish, in time for winter 2010/11. My initial 
thoughts are that the WAG only needs to meet a few times per year, but 
should contain representatives of the different groups within the Parish (e.g. in 
no particular order, a dairy farmer, a business representative, a member of the 
Parish Council, a parent who does the school run, a representative for Wick, a 
representative for Beacon etcetera.... I am sure there are other groups I have 
omitted). We don’t need to over-engineer this, but as a community group, the 
WAG might also be able to access additional sources of funding.  
 
If you would be interested in being on the WAG, please contact me at 
Overday Farm or by email at overdayfarm@btinternet.com. 
 
Gavin Brake, Chairman, Luppitt Parish Council.   
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LUPPITT FLOORING 
  

Solid & engineered wood, Quickstep laminate 
Vinyl (roll and tile), Amtico/Karndean 

All types of carpet (Axminster, wool blends, polyprops) 
 

Supply and installation – full service 
Using the purchasing power of our family-owned flooring company  

based in Somerset 
Domestic & commercial 

Samples available to view in your own home/business 
Free estimates and advice 

 
 Ian Brake (07986 423358) 

Gavin Brake (01404 892767/07818 045600) 
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PHYSIOTHERAPY 

 
Mrs Pippa Lovering MCSP 

Blackborough 
 

I treat all musculoskeletal problems. 
Particularly backs and necks. 

 Injuries old and new. 
 

Flexible appointment times 
01884 266107 

 
Chartered Physiotherapist,  
Registered with the Health  

Professions Council 
Member of the Organisation of 
Chartered Physiotherapists in 

Private Practice 
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ALISTER PYM & SHAUN PRETTEJOHN 
DUNKESWELL 

 
 

MON-FRI 7AM-6PM 
SAT 8AM-1PM 
SUN 9AM-1PM 

BANK HOLIDAYS CLOSED 
 

REPAIRS AND SERVICING TO ALL MODERN CARS AND VEHICLES 
PETROL & DIESEL 

INTERIM SERVICE £45 + PARTS & VAT 
FULL SERVICE £75 + PARTS & VAT 

 
MOT TESTING   

CURRENT PRICE £53.10. FREE RETEST IF RETURNED WITH 10 DAYS 
 

ALSO PROVIDING 
SELECTION OF PROVISIONS 

CALOR GAS/LOGS/KINDLING 
MOTORING ACCESSORIES 

BARBEQUE ITEMS 
SPARES 

HARDWARE SECTION 
CASH MACHINE 
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Attention all Gardeners  
 

Farmyard manure, Horse manure, Chicken manure, 
Mushroom compost, Wood chip mulch, 

TOPSOIL 
Ornamental bark,  recycled compost 

All 1.50 per bag 
Also available—loose truck load/  Trailer load. 

 
Nick Stevens 
01404891684 
01884841694 
07860459745 
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DDS CLEANING SERVICES 
(Covering, Devon, Dorset & Somerset)  

FOR A FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE. 
                             FREE ESTIMATES, FULLY INSURED 

 

 
Office: 01404 861778 or Mobile: 07896 424910  

CARPET CLEANING 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
HOUSE CLEANING 
STEAM CLEANING 
PRESSURE WASHING 
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 Technical takedowns 
�� Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
�� Pruning and dead wooding 
�� Tree planting 
�� Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
�� Garden maintenance  
�� Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
�� NPTC qualified 
 Woodchip Mulch for sale 

  

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman:  
Tel: 01823 353302 
Mob: 07815 146343 
E-mail: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

� �������������	���
        Upottery, Honiton, Devon, EX14 9QA 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

 
AA 4 Red Diamond en-suite accommodation in  

peaceful location with stunning views.   
4 Star self catering cottages also available 

Fitness suite with Sauna. 
 

Telephone 01404 861565    
for full details and colour brochure 

Www.courtmoor.farm.btinternet.co.uk 
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Established for 14 years 
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PLAGUED BY MOLES?     Call Mr Mole Man  
 
30 years experience of mole control   - Impressive results 
 
No harmful chemicals 
 
Very reasonable fees 
 

Eric Ryder 
 

01404 892880 
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Custom Woodworking Carpentry  & Joinery 

Traditional and CAD/CNC 
design and construction 
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INVITATION: BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF 
JAPANESE KNOTWEED SEMINAR 
Thursday 25th March 2010, The Lowry Hotel, Manchester 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 

We would like to invite you to our upcoming seminar regarding the 
imminent release of the non-native, bio-control agent for the control of 
Japanese Knotweed, Aphalara itadori, (Psyllid jumping louse).  
  
As I am sure you are aware, Japanese Knotweed is one of the most 
damaging invasive species to have arrived in the UK. It was 
introduced from Asia to Europe in the early nineteenth century as an 
ornamental and fodder plant. In its native Japan, the plant presents 
little problem due to natural controls that have evolved to co-exist 
alongside the plant, providing a natural brake to its continued spread. 
However, in Britain it has no natural control and is now recognised as 
the country’s most invasive species. Its vigorous growth can cause 
damage to buildings, paving, hard surfaces, rivers and railways. It is 
also massively damaging to our native biodiversity growing to the 
preclusion of all of our British plants. 

The cost to the UK economy is great. In 2003 the Government put the 
cost of control at over £1.5 billion. The control methods typically used 
rely on chemicals that have been deemed unsustainable and 
unsuitable for a national eradication programme – a longer term 
solution has been required. 
  
In 2001 a consortium of partners were brought together to examine 
the potential for the biological control of Japanese Knotweed. Works 
have been carried out by CABI, a not for profit organisation, who 
during the six year project have demonstrated that a sap sucking 
psyllid, Aphalara itadori, is highly specific to Japanese Knotweed and 
shows a good potential for its control in Great Britain. 
  
Following Public Consultation, it is highly likely that the Aphid 
will be released in the UK in April 2010. Once it h as been 
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released, the Aphid will soon spread throughout the  UK, predating 
on Japanese Knotweed as it spreads.  
 
JKSL are proposing a seminar to discuss likely ramifications for land 
owners, environmentalists and developers following the release. 
Additional topics covered will include the legislation updates and Land 
Remediation Tax Relief. 
  
To book your place for this event, which will be held on Thursday 25th 
March at The Lowry Hotel in Manchester,  please get in touch with 
Mike Clough 0161 723 2000. 
PLEASE NOTE, DUE TO HIGH INTEREST, PLACES WILL BE I SSUED ON A 
FIRST COME FIRST SERVED BASIS.  

For more information on Aphalara itadori, please ca ll 0161 723 2000  
Mike Clough - Managing Director  
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February 2nd Parish Council, Village Hall, 8pm 

February 3rd Social Club, Village Hall, 8pm 

February 5th Friday Market, Village Hall, 11am-1pm 

February 9th Meeting about Renewable Energy,  Village Hall, 6pm 

February 10th Social Club, Village Hall, 8pm 

February 11th Luncheon Club, Village Hall, 12.30pm 
Pantomime, Village Hall, 7.30pm  see p 21 

February 12th Friday Market, Village Hall, 11am-1pm Games room. 
Pantomime, Village Hall, 7.30pm   

February 13th Pantomime, Village Hall, 7.30pm   

February 18th Luppitt Wives, Oakdell, 8pm 

February 19th Friday Market, Village Hall, 11am-1pm 

February 20th Dance, Village Hall, 7.30, J Edwards for details -42313 

February 24th Social Club, Village Hall, 8pm 

February 26th Friday Market, Village Hall, 11am-1pm 
Honiton YFC Disco, Village Hall, 9pm 

February 28th Private Booking, Village Hall 

  

February 17th Social Club, Village Hall, 8pm 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Copy for the March issue is invited by February 20th. 
It may be given to any member of the Editorial Board. The next issue 

will be put together by Lindsey Dalgety, Whites Plot,  
Luppitt, EX14 4RZ 

01404 891560  email <thepacket@puzzlemuseum.com> 

 

ADVERTISING RATES 
For 10 issues (1 year) 
1 Page: £60 
1/2 page: £30 
1/4 page: £20 
Back Cover: £80 if available 
 
1 only 1/2 page £10 
1 only 1/4 page £6 

Cheques payable to Luppitt Packet. 
Please mail with advertisement to 
 
Mrs L.Dalgety 
Whites Plot 
Luppitt 
Honiton EX14 4RZ 
 

Or Email 
<thepacket@puzzlemuseum.com> 
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